


 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE OF HAZELBURY 
BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT ALEC’S FIELD PAVILION ON TUESDAY 16th SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 6:30PM 


 
Present: Liz Stockley (LS) Chairman, Neil Robson (NR), Barry Thompson (BT), Jim Bettle (JB), Steve Murcer (SM)
Members of the public: None
Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW)
56/25. Apologies for absence: None
57/25. Declarations of Interest: None 
58/25. Minutes of the previous meeting: Minutes of the meeting held on 5th August 2025 were approved.
59/25. Matters arising from these minutes not on the agenda: None
60/25. MUGA – update: MW reported that Affordable Drainage are due to start before the end of September. He has asked them for a start date. As he is away on holiday next week he will give them JB’s contact details.
61/25. Cricket club – update: JB noted a successful year, especially with the juniors. It’s hoped to be able to run U11 and U15 teams next year
62/25.Pavilion - request from the Antelope pub to use the field and pavilion in conjunction with a Boxing Event in June 2026: NR and MW had met with John Graham and the promoter, John Le Monnier. Notes of that meeting had been circulated. 
The promoter has a grander vision of the event than had previously been shared, with donkey rides, bouncy castle, craft stalls etc in the day followed by boxing and music. He has a vision of this being an annual event with the size expanding and the boxing in a ring on the field. He felt the event would be great for bringing the community together, and seemed unaware of existing community events. A possible alternative parking site has been identified at Billy Loveridge’s place in Pidney.
There was a wide-ranging discussion about what facilities might, or might not, be made available for the event.
Alec’s Field for parking: The risks here all well documented and understood – what happens if wet or muddy; the risk of unwanted caravans and the like; the ability of the stewards to effectively control access and clear the site of every parked vehicle in the dark at the end of the event etc. Given the risks, and the inability to be able to give a cast iron guarantee of the field being available if it is wet or muddy, it was agreed not to allow Alec’s Field to be used for parking.
The knock-on effect will mean more informal parking in the village as few people are expected to drive up to the Loveridge site to park.
Pavilion for competitors changing: This is hired out and used by sports clubs etc but it has always been to local community clubs where the hirers are in attendance themselves and take responsibility for their members and are on site to lock up at the end of the event. For this event, we would have to rely on the stewards to control and restrict usage to competitors and to empty and lock the facility at the end of the evening. It is certain that the building will be a magnet for youngsters. An idea of taking a significant security deposit – in excess of £1,000 – was discussed, but, in reality, if we are feeling the need for such a deposit then we shouldn’t really be hiring it in the first place. After a long debate, it was agreed that the risks involved were too great and it would be best not to hire out the pavilion.
The Committee is mindful of the need for the pub to generate income through events etc. However, this seems such a niche event with no significant community benefit. Indeed, it will most likely cause disruption and disturbance to the community with traffic, parking and significant noise from the music late into the night.
Given the sensitivity and importance, it was agreed that a final decision about Alec’s Field and the pavilion should be ratified (or not) by the Parish Council at its meeting in October. At this stage the decision will be advised to Mr Graham at the Antelope. 
63/25. Any other matters relating to the Recreation Ground: A final cut or two of the field would be useful, MW will contact Rob Simpson; JB is still waiting on the welder for the five-a-side goal repair; if any committee members can take some of the empty bottles to their own recycling it would be appreciated; no action yet on youth shelter
64/25. Date of next meeting: To be arranged as necessary
65/25, Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.30pm






