


 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE OF HAZELBURY 
BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT ALEC’S FIELD PAVILION ON THURSDAY 13th MARCH 2025 AT 6:30PM 


 
Present: Liz Stockley (LS) Chairman, Jim Bettle (JB), Neil Robson (NR), Neil Willsdon (NW) and Steve Murcer (SM)
Members of the public: none 
Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW)
01/25. Apologies for absence: Received from Barry Thompson (BT)
02/25. Declarations of Interest: None 
03/25. Minutes of the previous meeting: Minutes of the meeting held on 19th August 2024 were approved.
04/25. Matters arising from these minutes not on the agenda: None 
05/25. MUGA – update on the current state of play: MW summarised the current position. Creative Play (CP) want to finish the job as quickly as possible. They have a fixed position that any drainage works are our responsibility and that the level of the surface is correct. MW had had a useful exchange of e mails with Martin Farwell, whose company has been appointed to do the structural piling support at the village hall. Farwells would be able to do a drainage scheme on the lines of the quotes from Sherborne Utilities and Affordable Drainage and potentially at a lower cost. He confirmed this work could safely be done at any time after the project was complete. There is no need for CP to wait on the drainage work.
The idea that the current level is set too low has gained traction amongst councillors. However, MW showed the design from CP’s quote and with the 40mm of topping on the base it seems that the base is at the correct level. The idea that the base level should be set at the top of the woodchip by the swings is fanciful. JB has access to surveying tools and he will take levels of the site and the surrounding field which will give us a bench mark if any disputes arise in future.
It was agreed that MW should ask CP to return to complete the work at the earliest opportunity.
06/25. Play area – other works including the youth shelter: JB will speak with the carpenter who had given a price for materials for re-building. Given the potential need for drainage work this may not be a priority. Once the MUGA is finalised there will be some fencing work to be done to keep the play area secure and dog-free.
07/25. Cricket club – update, including i) fixture list for bookings: The fixture list should be complete by mid-April or thereabouts. ii) post-AGM cleaning: A hirer of the pavilion after the Cricket Club AGM had complained about the state of the pavilion. The Club had tidied up after the AGM and JB himself had cleaned the pavilion the next day. To prevent any similar issues in the future, the pavilion cleaner will be asked to time her monthly visit to go in after the AGM. iii) other matters: The Club had had a really successful volunteer day with lots of jobs completed. NW jet washed the outside of the pavilion and Rob Simpson gave the field its first cut. He has confirmed to MW that he will be continuing this year.
08/25. Cleaner – replacement for Jean Cluett: Unfortunately, Jean cannot continue with this work. MW had hoped to be able to use the services of the new village hall cleaner but they don’t have the spare time. He had approached one person suggested to him but had never had his calls returned. NW suggested that Natalie Over might be prepared to take on the work. It was agreed he should approach her and report back to MW.
09/25.Pavilion – i) bookings: MW has the usual weekend events booked and one or two other events, and possibly some more Koru school type hiring after Easter. More bookings would be welcomed. ii) boiler service: It is a year since the last major service; it was not felt necessary to have one this year. iii) village hall tables: These have been stored in the changing room since the village hall shed blew away in one of the winter storms. NR is in liaison with Amanda Dance at the hall to get them cleared out asap. They are not required by the hall and will probably be sold on e-bay or the like. iv) any other matters: None
10/25. Rubbish bins: JB continues with this vital if pretty horrible job. However, he has been approached by Maggie Chapman, who used to do this job, and she has offered, very kindly, to help out. Dorset Council empty the bin by the gates, and JB empties the others into black sacks that are then collected by the gate. New bins are urgently needed. These need to be fit for purpose – able to hold a bin liner, covered so the contents are weather-proofed, robust and sturdy. JB and MW will liaise over which will be best.
11/25. Bike track grit bin: When the track was built it was planned that younger users could take some responsibility for maintenance by spreading additional surface topping material as and when it was needed. He would like to buy a grit bin – £25 approx – on e-bay and then he will fill with scalpings etc. This was agreed.
12/25. Container padlock: The key has been hidden with its location known only to those who need it. This will obviate the need for there to be lots of keys.
13/25. Additional committee members – do we need more, and if so, who?: With NW back the situation is improved. JB suggested it might be useful to have a parent of children who use the field on the Committee to understand how the children’s needs are being met. MW wondered if Helen Taylor might re-join, or be able to recommend someone suitable. He will approach her.
14/25. Any other matters relating to the Recreation Ground: NR will take the floodlights off their support poles and store in the container. The poles can lie flat behind the container.
15/25. Date of next meeting – To be agreed: Ideally this will be in mid-April, MW will check availability and set a date.
16/25, Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.10pm






