


 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE OF HAZELBURY 
BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT ALEC’S FIELD PAVILION ON MONDAY 19th AUGUST 2024 AT 6:30PM 


 
Present: Liz Stockley (LS), Jim Bettle (JB), Neil Robson (NR), Barry Thompson (BT)
Members of the public: none 
Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW)
38/24. Apologies for absence: None received
39/24. Declarations of Interest: None 
40/24. Minutes of the previous meeting: Minutes of the meeting held on 30th May 2024 were approved.
41/24. Matters arising not covered in the agenda: i) The Dorset Arts Week event – actually two weeks – had been quite good for the two local artists, but initial thinking is perhaps just to have a single week at the pavilion in 2025 ii) MW is currently using the main system for bookings iii) JB has still to produce a draft protocol for parking
42/24. Cricket Club – update: There are four remaining fixtures in what has been a good season for the club, especially with the youngsters.
43/24. Football club – update: Nothing formal has been heard from the club but it seems certain that the club, and the league, have folded.
44/24. Pavilion: Nothing particular to report. It was agreed Pete Bettle could hire 3 tables for £10 on Saturday 24th August as there is nothing on at the pavilion. MW will chase Wessex Internet for an installation date
45/24. Alec’s Field: i) grass cutting: MW has asked JB Gardens to include the top part of Ales’s Field, where the youth shelter was and will be, in their regular cutting schedule. He has also asked for a one-off cut of the area planned for the new MUGA. However, JB has planned to get a farmer to top this just before construction so MW will cancel the order with JB Gardens ii) dog control: There is no easy solution to this ancient problem. However, it was agreed that MW should make it clear in the Conditions of Hire that dogs must be kept on a lead and owners must clear up after their dogs.  iii) vandalism incident: Damage had been done to the play area fencing one evening by a group of youths. One had been recognised as the son of a local farmer. After contact with parents, the group returned the next night to make good the damage. iv) bike track: JB will source and lay some additional aggregate for the central area. v) litter bins: The area could really do with 4 new litter bins. Committee members will investigate what’s on offer – simple and robust is the brief.
46/24. Play area: At the last parish council meeting it was agreed to ask this Committee to recommend a design solution from the quotes received from suppliers. The various proposals were talked through in detail and there was agreement that the concept of the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) provided by Creative Play was by far and away the most attractive solution. The whole package, including the flexibility of their menu-based approach with the ability to scale up or down according to the budget was also a major plus. Their speed of response, highly professional presentation and relatively locally based relationship contact were other points in their favour.

It was agreed to recommend using Creative Play as a preferred supplier and negotiate a final design and budget for formal approval by the parish council.

A meeting will be fixed with Creative Play to fine tune requirements and cost. From the budget of approx. £40k it is essential to prioritise the following:
Burundi climber – repairs and new safety surface
Springers and climbing cone – new safety surfaces
Gates and closers – new required
Cost of rebuilding the youth shelter (JB will chase Dan ??? for an estimate)
Play bark for beneath the swings and slide
Some general TLC for the exiting equipment

The remainder can be used for the MUGA

The following points arose in a general discussion. These will form the basis of or discussions with Creative Play.
The football club has folded. This gives a bit more flexibility over when the work is done, but still best when it's dry
Creative Play have indicated they should be able to install grass safety matting for the existing Wickstead springers and the Burundi and cone climbers.
Use wood chip for the existing swings and slide and create a small grass "bund" to keep the bark in situ as much as possible
We can probably lose some of the ancillary equipment - the second basketball goal etc
We might shrink the area - but we don't want it too small - we want there to be space for 2 or 3 friendship groups to be active at the same time.
We had a debate over 2m versus 3m high fencing. It needs to be 3m high behind the basketball goal - but elsewhere?
There must be wheelchair access to the MUGA
Might we have a small area in one of the spare corners for a marked surface with coloured numbers, or for hopscotch or the like 

MW will arrange the meeting with Creative Play
47/24. Date of next meeting: The next meeting will be held on Monday 9th September 2024
48/24. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00 pm.







