


 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE OF HAZELBURY 
BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT ALEC’S FIELD PAVILION ON THURSDAY 30th MAY 2024 AT 6:30PM 


 
Present: Liz Stockley (LS), Jim Bettle (JB), Neil Robson (NR), Barry Thompson (BT)
Members of the public: none 
Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW)
26/24. Apologies for absence: None received
27/24. Declarations of Interest: None 
28/24. Minutes of the previous meeting: Minutes of the meeting held on 16th March 2024 were approved.
29/24. Matters arising not covered in the agenda: None
30/24. Cricket Club – update: The memorial bench was installed during the Cider Cup event, with over 100 people in attendance.
31/24. Football club – update: The future seems uncertain as there is no league next season.
32/24. Pavilion: i) bookings: The church fete and dog show has been cancelled as not enough volunteers could be found to run it ii) calendar: MW has been managing bookings on the parish council outlook calendar. The password to access the alecsfieldbookings outlook calendar had not been available. However, Alun Read has managed to unearth this. MW will load the bookings and then share the password with committee members so they can see if access to the diary would be useful. iii) other matters: A working party had painted the walls in advance of Arts Week. Jamie Hart will need to be reimbursed the cost of the paint.
33/24. Play area:
i) project funding: A grant from the Lottery of £15k has been received. MW has received confirmation from Dorset Council that they are happy, in principle, to release the Section 106 funds of £24k for the project. If the parish council provided a small sum of £1k from reserves the budget is £40k.
iii) Youth shelter: The quote from D J Woodwork for materials for a new frame for the existing panels is just over £300. JB will check to see if there is a labour charge as well but the committee recommends acceptance by the parish council.
iii) Refurbishment of existing equipment: Earlier in the day MW had met a representative from Creative Play (CP) to discuss the plans. Further meetings with two other suppliers are planned. It seems that suppliers will repair their own equipment and so we will need to approach Wickstead and Playdale about the work needed on their items of equipment.
CP agree that the annual safety report will always be comprehensive and “nit-picky” and that a sensible view on low risk items is appropriate.
iv) Safety surfaces: As a rule, if static equipment has a fall height of less than 1.5 metres then a “well maintained grass” surface is an adequate safety surface. For the middle section of equipment – the Wickstead multi-play area – the surface is fine. The two little springers do need new safety matting as they are not statis items. The area closest to the cycle jumps has swings and a small climbing frame. The grass here is not “well maintained”, indeed it barely grows. There is a membrane, underneath which seems to be concrete or rubble. CP have suggested the most cost-effective solution is to lay a new layer of bark, maybe with sleepers to keep it in situ (but beware of possible trip hazard). The third area has the Playdale climbing cone and the wooden climbing frame. The fall height here of the latter is about 2.5metres and the suggestion is to contact Playdale to see what depth of safety surface is recommended. 
v) Fences and gates: A number of items need repair or replacing. It might be worth completely replacing everything with new gates and fencing. The recommendation is to consider this as the final item and the scale of work would be dependent on what remains unspent.
vi) New equipment: The initial thought had been to get some new general play equipment. However, CP have commented that the amount of existing equipment is more than adequate. They suggest the most benefit of the available funding would be a MUGA.
vii) Multi use games area (MUGA): Having initially considered just a slightly upgraded basketball net and surface, the Committee have been moving towards something more exciting. The comments of CP about having a proper MUGA seem exactly the way forward. There are a range of options available and the Committee will see what ideas come forward from contractors. The area might be fenced off if funds allow. Jamie Hart has suggested a potentially cheap solution of using giant “lego” bricks to make a back wall for a football area. We need to see what ideas come from suppliers; and be mindful of any noise impact on neighbours. 
viii) Sundry items: Any new bins or benches can come from normal parish council expenditure
ix) Strategy: The committee recommends that the aims of providing adequate safety surfaces, repairing the existing equipment, creating a new MUGA and reviewing fencing needs at the end of the project is approved by the parish council.
34/24. Alec’s Field: i) top corner grass: MW will speak with JB Gardens about adding this area to their schedule ii) damage by parked cars at events: The weekend of the Hedgehog Rescue Day had seen torrential downpours and with 100 plus cars parked on the field there had been a lot of damage to the football pitch/cricket outfield. The cricket club had to spend a lot of time with the roller etc to make good. There was a discussion about the problem and solutions. Points raised included:
- Hirers of the pavilion pay £7.50 per hour which includes use of the field. Should it be more for a car park?
- Should parking changes be levied to discourage cars or provide funds for any repairs
- If cars are discouraged, there will be an adverse impact on the roads nearby
- would better marshalling help
- should hirers pay for repairs
- what about the car rally events that are held – Jaguar car club, MG car club BBQ etc
- what do hirers think – NR will speak with Jeannette about the aftermath of Hedgehog Day 
This will be an ongoing item for discussion, solutions etc 
35/24. Other matters relating to the recreation ground: The pavilion will be connected to Wessex Internet at some stage this year at a cost of £1 per annum, in perpetuity.
36/24. Date of next meeting: The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 25th June 2024
37/24. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.35 pm.







