


 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE OF HAZELBURY 
BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT ALEC’S FIELD PAVILION ON TUESDAY 5th DECEMBER 2023 AT 6:30PM 


 
Present: Liz Stockley (LS), Jim Bettle (JB), Neil Robson (NR) and Neil Willsdon (NW)
Members of the public: One 
Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW)
67/23. Apologies for absence: Received from Barry Thompson (BT) and Kirsty Liddicoat (KL)
68/23. Declarations of Interest: None 
69/23. Minutes of the previous meeting: Minutes of the meeting held on 17th September 2023 were approved. 
70/23. Matters arising not covered in the agenda: 
i) MW has yet to ask JB Gardens to strim the additional areas near the gates
ii) Tara and Darren are to cease using the pavilion as a temporary early morning venue for the shop; it has not proven to be worth it financially
iii) LS has managed to sell the gym equipment on e-bay - £14.90 for the treadmill and £10.00 for the weights. Buyers will collect.
iv) the presentation and celebration with the Adams family went off very well with a good attendance in support. There will be an article in the Blackmore Vale on-line
71/23. Cricket Club – update: JB noted that both external hire events had been cancelled so there is no income from that source this year. The club won the award for the “most sportsmanlike” team in all the Dorset leagues. It is hoped to run an under-13 age group team next year as well as the under-11s. He also mentioned that the display cabinets etc on the “sporting” wall of the pavilion are available for football club use as well.
72/23. Football club – update: NW reported as follows: There are now 34 players signed up, and there is the potential for a second team next season perhaps. This would mean a game every Sunday. The club won its first league match 4-3 on Sunday, and “The Slippery Slope” pop-up café sold 37 bacon rolls! KL is liaising with MW over fixture dates, but most Sundays are available for football. There are two fund-raising bingo events planned for 27th November and 8th December. 
There was an issue with some of the showers not working – blocked up with limescale. The standard principle applies that if there are in-house skills that can do a repair then they will be used; if the right skills aren’t available then outside contractors will be engaged. 
73/23. Funding sources – Section 106 money: The parish council is awaiting the results of the current community consultation to gauge support for improving the play area and pv panels on the village hall. The extent of any work on the play area will be dependent on how much of the £37k cand be used for play. Additional money might be available from grants, or even the parish council reserves or additional PWLB borrowing. The project could include the ball court and the youth shelter. MW anticipates the parish council will be able to begin work on this initiative in the very near future.
74/23. Pavilion: i) bookings: NW reported on the poor state of the pavilion after a recent party. Fortunately, this is a rare event. MW will note this in the records and if the person books in the future a cleaning deposit will be taken. There had not been time for the cleaner to get in between bookings. The cricket club agm will be on Friday 10th November. LS mentioned the possibility of an art group on a Friday evening – she will liaise with MW over possible dates.  ii) other matters: NR had provided an estimate of £120 to supply and instal push button timers on the heaters. MW was able to agree this. NR will also check the wiring of the immersion and other switches and provide the necessary safety documentation. NW will check and fix the leaking gutter.
75/23. Play area – annual safety inspection: The essential work has been completed.
76/23. Alec’s Field: i) cycle “pump track”: The final works are due in the coming few weeks. The weeds will be removed and Chris Rose will acquire and spread two loads of topsoil for seeding with grass. He will also spread some gravel or the like in the centre to try and prevent the pooling of water. It will be one days work for him. The new safety sign is installed. ii) basketball hoop and youth shelter: No progress yet – see minute 73/23 above. iii) parking: The question of cars parking on Alec’s Field, especially in the winter was discussed. The matter had been raised by a resident at the last parish council meeting given, apparently, more on-road parking near the pub and the road junction. The ground gets very wet and muddy in the winter and cars must be kept off the football pitch. A temporary rope barrier to achieve this aim might be a possibility but MW cautioned against creating a throat-high dangerous hazard for young children (as had happened on Shillingstone playing field some years ago). The prospect of the gates being left unlocked more frequently could not be countenanced given the need to keep out any unexpected and unwanted camping and caravanning vehicles. It might be possible to spread more scalpings to slightly extend the current parking area. NW noted that the football teams use the car park at the pub thanks to the generosity of the landlord.  iv) other matters: None
77/23. Other matters relating to the recreation ground: None
78/23. Date of next meeting: The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 17th October 2023 at 6.30pm.
79/23. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.15 pm.







