


 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE OF HAZELBURY 
BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT ALEC’S FIELD PAVILION ON TUESDAY 19th JULY 2022 AT 6:30PM 
 
Present: Alun Read (AR), Jim Bettle (JB), Neil Robson (NR), Steve Murcer (SM), Liz Stockley (LS)
Members of the public: Jamie Hart (JH) 
Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW)
56/22. Apologies for absence: Received from Helen Fry (HF), Barry Thompson (BT)
57/22. Declarations of Interest: None 
58/22. Minutes of the previous meeting: Minutes of the meeting held on 21st June 2022 were approved. 
59/22. Matters arising not covered in the agenda: None.
60/22. Football club – update: It has been reported that the club is going to furlough for one season. MW will seek confirmation from Bernie Flynn.
61/22. Cricket club – update: The Cricket Club are organising an event on 27th-30th August. Activities for the community include family rounders and a bar and a band on Saturday evening, and a day/night cricket match under lights on the Sunday. The club has reached the final of the County cup competition, Friday 22nd July at the County Ground in Dorchester – well done and good luck!
62/22. Pavilion equipment: AR has not yet been able to make contact with Rebekah-Joy Spinks about the table tennis table. Bookings remain slow but there are signs of a more positive trend. MW will be taking over the bookings (see minute 64/22/ii/b below). SM has noticed that some local halls (eg Durweston and Marnhull) have an on-line booking system, MW will investigate. Certainly, the current Outlook calendar on the web site is very clunky. MW has had no success in finding a suitable directory of places to hire for business meetings etc, SM suggested the Dorset Village Halls web site, MW will investigate.
63/22. Alec’s Field: i) gang mower: The parish council agreed to fund a purchase of a reconditioned machine up to a maximum of £4k. MW will view what is on offer at the identified supplier. Martin Richards has offered to see if he can get a better deal for the specified machine. MW will send details to MR with a deadline for him to come back with an answer. MW will explore trading in the existing mower in part-exchange. The imperative is to have a machine in place by the spring 2023 at the latest.
ii) cycle “pump track”: JB and JH ran through the background. 
Progress so far: In summary, there is consensus that costs should be met by the Wonston club “youth reserve” as far as possible; earlier aspirations to have it built by volunteers have proven to be unrealistic given the specialised nature and design of such tracks; a significant quantity of soil is on site for use in the construction; a track construction professional based locally has prepared a design and could build a track, ex materials and plant hire, for a total of £2.4k; materials – stone, pipes, tarram will cost approx. £1.5k, plant hire perhaps another £0.5k – a total of £4.4k, maybe up to £5.3k with a 20% contingency margin; his offer to build it this week to fit in a window of opportunity was too soon for the parish council to undertake due diligence and the controls of its Financial Regulations.
The way forward: The concept is approved in principle. Actions required are as follows – i) contact Stalbridge Town Council to seek their views on the local contractor who has built a track for them (MW); ii) seek to obtain two additional quotes based on the budget costings referenced above; one local groundwork contractor has already declined (MW); iii) investigate ongoing maintenance costs, warranties, public liability cover of contractors, risk assessments, safety inspections (MW); iv) to consider the final design and how it meets the aspirations of potential users
64/22. Chairman’s role: i) new chairman: The parish council has agreed that Liz Stockley (LS) and Sarah Meeks (SVM) will co-chair the role for the time being.  ii) handover of responsibilities: a) cleaning: JB will continue to clean the showers and toilets after matches; hirers remain responsible for cleaning after their event; other areas, such as the kitchen, could do with proper deep-cleaning from time the time. The village hall cleaner has apparently offered to do this on a “one-off” basis but MW will explore if she might be willing to take on this element of the cleaning on an ongoing ad hoc “as and when” basis. b) bookings: MW will take over responsibilities for this. He and AR will meet to hand over documentation, diaries etc c) ad-hoc items: AR will still be happy to help with ad hoc tasks as and when his time is available.
65/22. Other matters relating to the recreation ground: i) benches: The Rob Thomas memorial bench is beyond repair, but the inscribed base stones are fine. “Bob’s” bench at the play area will be moved up as a replacement ii) the Keep: SM outlined the current debating points about the Keep and its maintenance. A range of views were expressed but there was a general thought that some easier access through paths and the like might be beneficial for easier public access to the site.  iii) miscellaneous: A gutter seam at the front seems to be leaking – NR will check it; the benches at the veranda seem to be attracting groups of youth/young adults – keep a watching brief.
66/22. Date of next meeting: The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th August 2022 at 6.30pm.
67/22. Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.50pm.







