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	Parish Councillors February 2024

	Name
	Role
	e-mail
	Phone

	Steve Murcer
	Chairman
	stevemurcer@talk21.com

	817919

	Liz Stockley
	Councillor
	stockleyfarms@hotmail.com

	817795

	Ken Huggins
	Councillor
	kenhuggins@hotmail.co.uk

	818223

	Martin Richards
	Councillor 
	tractorbits@gmail.com

	817372

	Val Rubie
	Councillor
	valrubie@btinternet.com

	818293


	Ivana Booker
	Councillor
	Ivana.m.booker@gmail.com

	07871456047

	Neil Robson
	Councillor
	neil@narobson.com

	817095


	Parish Clerk

	Malcolm Wilson
	parishclerk@hazelburybryan.net
www.hazelburybryan.com
4 The Orchard, Ibberton, DT11 0EL


	817786

	Dorset Council Representative
	

	Pauline Batstone
	cllr.p.batstone@btinternet.com
	472583


ELECTION SPECIAL


Election day for Dorset Council and Hazelbury Bryan Parish Council is on Thursday 2nd May 2024


This will be your chance to vote for a Dorset Council councillor to represent the Blackmore Vale ward, which includes Hazelbury Bryan. It’s also your chance to vote for the seven parish councillor positions in Hazelbury Bryan. 


The right to vote is something hard won over many generations and should be cherished, so please do vote if you can. You may also think about standing as a candidate, especially for the parish council. Have a read in the newsletter about what’s involved, and maybe put your name forward.


You’ll also find updates on the Neighbourhood Plan and plans for future projects.


Steve Murcer, Chairman, Hazelbury Bryan Parish Council





Why be a parish councillor in Hazelbury Bryan?


The parish council has seven councillors and all these positions will be up for election on 2nd May. Becoming a councillor gives you a chance to make a real difference to life in the village. The parish council owns Alec’s Field, the pavilion, the play area, the cycle jumps, the allotments, the Keep, the cemetery and is a key influencer with Dorset Council on a host of other matters including planning, highways, rights of way, climate and ecological matters.


As a councillor you will be trusted to use your judgement to act in the best interests of everyone in the village. There is a monthly parish council meeting, normally in the evening, on the second Tuesday of each month in the village hall. Typically, this lasts about an hour and a half and you can look at minutes of the meetings in the parish council section of our web site to get a sense of what is involved. Councillors are also expected to get involved with other, more practical matters. This may be delivering Bryan Bytes, sitting on the Recreation Ground or climate committees, helping with working parties or open days, taking a particular interest in planning etc.                      (cont)

























































































Steve Murcer                                      Chairman, Hazelbury Bryan Parish Council






































 


 











 (cont)


If you think you might be interested you can come and see the next parish council meeting on 12th March. You can also contact any of the current parish councillors or the parish clerk – contact details are on page 4. There are plenty of opportunities for training through the Dorset Association of Town and Parish Councils.


Eligibility for election  


You can stand as a candidate to become a Parish Councillor if you are 18 or over on the day you submit your nomination paper and are a British, Commonwealth or European Union Citizen (for elections until 2025) and at least one of the following: 


( a registered local government elector in the parish area in which you wish to stand as a candidate 


( Occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the parish area during the whole of the 12 months before the day of your nomination and the day of election 


( Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior to the day of your nomination and the day of election has been in the parish area 


( You have lived in the parish area or within three miles of it during the whole of the 12 months before the day of your nomination and the day of election


Nomination Form


To stand as a candidate, you will need to complete a set of nomination papers. At first sight, these might seem a daunting prospect, but in fact there are only 3 simple pages (1a, 1b and 1c) that need to be completed; the rest is explanatory notes etc. The forms relating to political parties and emblems etc are not relevant for parish council elections, which are non-political. You will need to be formally nominated by a proposer and seconder who must be registered electors in Hazelbury and support your nomination. 


Nomination papers must be hand delivered to Dorset Council by 4pm on Tuesday 5th April. Our clerk, Malcolm Wilson, has an appointment with the electoral team at Dorset Council on 26th March. If you get your completed forms to him by 5pm on Monday 25th March he will take your form.


You can get your nomination pack from the Elections section on our web site or by e-mailing the parish clerk �HYPERLINK "mailto:parishclerk@hazelburybryan.net"�parishclerk@hazelburybryan.net�

















                                      
































Important changes for voters


The Elections Act came into effect in April 2022 and set the scene for a number of changes to the election process. The biggest change is that in May 2024 all electors will need to show photo identification (ID) when voting at the polling station. Examples of acceptable ID include passport, driving licence, “blue badge” and bus pass. Out of date ID is permissible on the proviso the photo is still a likeness to the person. If an elector doesn’t have the appropriate ID, they will be able to ask for a Voter Authority Certificate. They will need to apply to Dorset Council for this before the election and will need to verify their identity with their date of birth, national insurance number as well as provide a photo. Applications can be made online. Please contact the Electoral Services team ( �HYPERLINK "mailto:elections@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk"�elections@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk� ) if a paper application form is required. The Electoral Registration Officer will need to check each application to make sure the person is registered at the address given, that the details match and that the photo is acceptable i.e. a full-face photo has been uploaded. A certificate will then be posted to the elector for use on election day. Applications for postal votes must be received by Dorset Council by 5pm on 17th April


Neighbourhood Plan – update


We have been working on refreshing the Neighbourhood Plan during 2023 and are very pleased with the progress. The revised Plan was submitted for Examination early in January and we have just been advised that the Examiner is recommending that Dorset Council adopt and “make” the Plan with just two minor amendments. With a fair wind, the revised Plan should be completely in place and part of Dorset Council’s planning policies before the end of April. Given that Dorset Council now has a 6 year housing supply of approved applications, our revised Plan and all its policies will now have full planning “weight” when it comes to planning decisions being made. Developments that don’t comply with the policies in the Plan should now be rejected by Dorset Council.


Developer contributions – Section 106 money


The new development at Violet Cross on Pidney Hill has yielded a significant contribution. This is held by Dorset Council and they will release it to the parish council for specific infrastructure projects. We have made an application for a portion to be released towards the installation of solar panels and a battery for storage of power at the village hall.         (cont)































































































(cont)


We will also be asking for the remainder to be used for an extension and improvement to the play facilities on Alec’s Field. The cycle track has proved to be a great success and we hope to rebuild the youth shelter, create a decent basket ball hoop and playing surface as well as refurbishing and providing new play equipment. Lottery funding is also being sought – fingers crossed! 





















