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DORSET COUNCIL LOCAL PLAN





NEW HOUSING IN


HAZELBURY BRYAN


HAVE YOUR SAY!


Dorset Council is consulting on a new Local Plan which will run until 2038. The consultation runs until 13th October 2025. Please take the opportunity to have your say on the draft Plan.


Every comment, every completed questionnaire will be taken into account. 


The parish council has decided on its comments at a parish council meeting with 65 attendees from the village.


NOW HAVE YOUR SAY TOO!





Steve Murcer, Chairman, HBPC
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Steve Murcer                                      Chairman, Hazelbury Bryan Parish Council






































 


 











 Local Plan – the context





Dorset Council (DC) must have a Local Plan for development. The Government has set itself a target of building 1.5 million new homes in the life of this Parliament. DC’s share of this target means it now needs to build 3,246 new homes every year, up from 1,793. Currently about 1,500 are being built. By 2043 DC needs to have seen 50,000 homes built in Dorset. There are existing approvals for 25,000, so sites for 25,000 more need to be identified.


Through a somewhat unclear mechanism, DC has selected 45,000 sites as “development opportunities” as set out in Appendix A of its consultation paper. Hazelbury’s current share is 299, in addition to the 55 already targeted in the Neighbourhood Plan. Given we only have about 520 homes at present this is a huge increase. 


The consultation ends on 13th October 2025. DC will then consider all the responses and expects to see the target shrink to about 30,000 homes. A further consultation is expected in August 2026 with a public examination likely in the summer of 2027, and the new Plan adopted by the end of 2027. 





It’s not feasible for HBPC to object to all of the proposed developments. However, HBPC does have a view on what might be built and where, as shown on page 3. Residents are urged to complete their own responses on the Plan direct to DC. Responses should be based on sound arguments rather than “not in my back yard” emotion. Feel free to be guided by the parish council’s thoughts.


All the documents and response forms can be found on the Dorset Council web site at this address:


�HYPERLINK "https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/dorset-council-local-plan-options-consultation-2025"�https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/dorset-council-local-plan-options-consultation-2025� 























                                      
































SITES WITH OPPORTUNITY FOR DEVELOPMENT IN HAZELBURY BRYAN  





These sites were all considered at the parish council meeting on 9th September. Full details for the reasons for objection etc are given in the appendices attached to the minutes of the meeting.  


 003 – Land south of Churchfoot Lane – 30 homes: This site had been turned down by a planning inspector in 2020 on the grounds that it was an unsustainable location, with no amenities, no transport links and no safe footpath links; it also conflicted with many policies in the Neighbourhood Plan. The parish council agreed to object to development here. The full reasons are attached in Appendix 1


017 – Land north of Churchfoot Lane – 58 homes: Given its close proximity to site 003, councillors believe the same grounds for refusal – sustainability and conflict with the Neighbourhood Plan – apply to this site and the parish council agreed to object to development here. The full reasons are attached in Appendix 2


004 – Land east of the Causeway – 100 homes: This site is split between 3 owners. The northernmost site was turned down by a planning inspector in 2022. The southern sector was turned down for development by North Dorset District Council in 2017. The middle section is partly developed at Daisy Meadow. The owner of this section told the meeting he hadn’t been advised by DC that his site was being put forward. SM will check this with DC officers who had confirmed to him that all landowners were aware.


Given the need to allow some extra development, the southern part of this site is one of the more sustainable options. The parish council agreed to object to the proposed 100 homes, but would support a Flexible Settlements Policy development of 30 homes provided this did not go northward beyond Daisy Meadow. The full reasons are attached in Appendix 3


008 – The Ferns – 116 homes: This is a site split between 2 owners. An application to build 12 homes at the northeastern edge of this site was turned down by North Dorset District Council in 2019, on the grounds on unsustainability and conflict with the Neighbourhood Plan policies. This part of the site also includes employment buildings and a large solar panel site, neither of which is the parish council happy to see removed. Given the need to allow some extra development, this southwestern part of this site is one of the more sustainable options. The parish council agreed to object to the proposed 116 homes, but would support a Flexible Settlements Policy development of 30 homes in the Saunders Mead field provided the impact on existing homes in Wheat Close was minimised as much as possible. The full reasons are attached in Appendix 4.


See the full responses in the draft minutes of the September parish council meeting, available on our web site































































































New Parish Councillor


Following the resignation of Martin Richards, Tracey Collins has been co-opted as a replacement. Tracey is already a village hall committee stalwart and brings vast commercial experience in the logistics operations of the main supermarket chains to her roles.  We are sure she will prove to be an excellent addition to the parish council























