


MINUTES OF THE A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2026 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Val Rubie (VR), who took the Chair, Liz Stockley (LS), Neil Robson (NR); Members of the public – 3; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
166/26 – Apologies for absence: Received from Steve Murcer (SM), Tracey Collins (TC), Ivana Booker (IB) and Ken Huggins (KH)
167/26 - Declarations of interest: None declared
168/26 – Adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on 11th August 2026: The minutes were approved as drafted.
169/26 – Matters arising from these minutes: Covered in the agenda
170/26 – Public open session: It was noted the grass verge outside the village hall needed a cut.
171/26 – Finance – a) to approve accounts for payment:
The payments listed below were all approved.
	Cheque
	Payee
	
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	DD
	Lloyds Bank
	
	
	Charges
	
	£6.75
	
	£6.75

	SO
	IKServices
	
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£157.50
	
	£157.50

	DD
	Wessex Internet
	
	Monthly charge
	£1.00
	£0.20
	£1.20

	DD
	SSE
	
	
	Pavilion electricity
	£72.64
	£3.63
	£76.27

	1723
	M Wilson
	
	
	September pay
	£555.84
	
	£555.84

	1724
	M Wilson
	
	
	Pavilion cleaning 
	£60.00
	
	£60.00

	1725
	M Wilson
	
	
	Expenses
	
	£135.85
	£11.97
	£147.82

	1726
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Grass cutting
	£175.00
	£35.00
	£210.00



b) Clerk’s pay: It was noted that there has been an increase of 3% in National Pay Scales for clerk’s pay with effect from 1st April 2026. The payment for September includes accrued back pay. SM had checked and agreed the calculation prepared by MW.
172/26 – Planning: VR reported on a training workshop for councillors held on 5th September. She had a sense of foreboding about the future. Housing numbers are everything due to Government targets and Settlement Boundaries are now largely irrelevant. Neighbourhood Plans still have some weight but less than before in all probability. Officers are doing less site visits and relying on Google Earth to assess many sites, even this is not up to date.
i) to consider any applications received: a) P/FUL/2026/04626: Nuzzlebury Cottage, Droop – erection of garage, parking area and garden extension: No objections b) P/HOU/2026/04697 – Kingston Acres Farm, Kingston, DT10 2AR – erect 2 storey extension: No objections 
ii) Red Barn P/PIP/2026/00303 – to note the finalised letter sent to Dorset Council: A letter detailing our continuing concerns about the long-term viability of the shop, parking and traffic safety issues had been sent. MW reported that a reply had been received today, he will circulate a copy. Basically, it said that the PIP had been approved and all the matters of detail and our concerns would be addressed if and when a detailed application is received in the future.
173/26 - Highways and footpath matters. i) Fingerpost: KH has sourced a new sign repairer near Holwell who will make a new sign of good quality materials. KH has also got CPRE to make a contribution of £100 towards the repair. Ii) footpath issues generally: From the public, a question was asked about how to get repairs actioned by the anonymous volunteers if no-one knows who they are. This refers to the Stile Council, a group trained and assisted by the Rangers, to undertake repairs to gates, stiles etc. They deliberately keep their identity unknown – maybe a bit strange but if that is what they want it has to be respected. MW said that if a problem is noticed, it should be reported on the Dorset Council web site and then it will be dealt with by the Rangers or delegated by them to the Stile Council for action. If members of the public want to organise litter picks themselves that is fine, but the more informal the better in many respects.
174/26 - Cemetery: unsafe headstones – to consider and agree the proposals outlined in MW’s note dated 3st August 2026: MW’s paper had been circulated in advance, and the proposals were largely agreed as drafted. Namely:
-  Fine Memorials will be appointed as main contractor. Three estimates were sought under the terms of Financial Regulation 5.9 but only one detailed proposal had been received. 
- the work programme outlined will be followed bar step 2 which will be skipped given the community communication which has already taken place – Bryan Bytes, public notices at the cemetery and letters sent to the latest addresses of grave owners. Examples of notices etc were included in the report.
- grave owners will be expected to fund repairs to their own memorials. For the safety work and potential future laying down of headstones costs, the parish council will make use of the £10k cemetery earmarked reserve. This had accrued as a donation in 2015 for an extension. Given that the owner of the adjacent field is unwilling to sell any land, there are no capacity issues for 20/30 years and the fact that the legal, planning and suitability investigations would use up most of the £10k, it was agreed to use this reserve for any cemetery project costs.
175/26 – The Keep -update: Nothing to report.
176/26 – Web site - Update: MW reported that the new web site was likely to be launched in a test version for councillors next week. He noted the extraordinary work done by Vanessa Weddell. This is not just the amount of work she has done but the highly detailed, technical skills she has brought to the process to ensure the site is fully compliant with accessibility rules. In terms of compliance, it is likely to be at the leading edge of parish council sites. MW said she solved problems that he would never have known existed if he had populated the site with information and photographs etc.
One issue that can be resolved in the near future is the village hall calendar. The existing Outlook calendar fails accessibility tests. Aubergine, the provider, has a calendar function but it may not be as sophisticated as the hall wants. An App like HallMaster would meet the halls wants, but there is a cost, about £180 pa for the hall to cover. VW and MW will discuss with the hall committee. The hall will also have a dedicated log-on to manage their activities on the site – events, agenda, minutes etc.
A member of the public asked for minutes to be published as pdfs. VW explained that this was not possible as these do not meet the needs of those visually impaired people who use screen readers.  
177/26 - Recreation Field: i) cleaner: Attempts to find cleaner who will work very fluid and flexible hours – maybe nothing for weeks and then busy in the summer, had come to naught. The other drawback is payment by cheque or BACS, not cash, which is the normal method in rural areas. A person has been identified who will work for cash on an ad hoc basis and MW has spoken to the internal auditor who has set out the requirements, namely:
- an agreed rate – yes, £20 per hour
- invoice received and marked as “paid and received”
- link to cash withdrawal
- separate sheet in accounts to record cash payments
As per Financial Regulation10.1, no cash float will be held. Rather, MW will withdraw the exact amount of an invoice from his account and be reimbursed, again as per Fin Reg 10.1 – “Payments made in cash by the clerk (for example for postage or minor stationery items) shall be refunded on a regular basis at least quarterly.” For the avoidance of doubt, the Fin Regs will be slightly amended to read “for postage, cleaning or minor stationery items”. These arrangements were approved.
ii) play inspection: The inspection had happened today, and the planks in the see-saw are rotten and need replacing. The inspector has taped off the item. He suggested a local carpenter could make more cost effective repairs than anything offered by a play equipment supplier. The problem has only been logged as a “medium” risk. The Recreation Committee will work on this.
178/26 – Defibrillators – i) Woodlands defib: John Lewis has updated the records of the Circuit with better location details. However, this doesn’t make the defib more visible on the ground in an emergency. MW will arrange a meeting with JL and Allan Petrs to talk through our continuing concerns. ii) locations: These are now on the new web site; MW will add “my three words” details.
179/26 - Village Hall - report and update: VR noted the position and roles of those responsible as treasurer and for bookings was somewhat fluid at present. The Friends of the Village Hall now has a Whats App group. The latest film attendance was disappointing although some new faces had been seen. Next film is Mother’s Pride, starring Martin Clunes.
180/26 - Community resilience: To give further consideration to developing a resilience plan: Nothing to report at present
181/26 - Climate and Ecological matters – update: The People’s Emergency film is scheduled for 23rd October in the village hall
182/26 - Report from Dorset Council councillor: No report this month
183/26 – Correspondence to note: NR had been contacted about a van that is being parked on the verge on Partway Lane, near the bungalows at the bottom. The resident knows that neither the parish council or Police can or will do anything, so who can help? MW will refer to SM to see if DC might be able to help. VR noted her attendance at a Community Conversation event hosted by Dorset Council and DAPTC -lots of people talking about theoretical things that occur in theoretical communities – real life barely reflected! 
184/26 – Date of next meeting: The next meeting of the parish council will be held Tuesday 13th October 2026 at 7.15pm in the village hall.
185/26 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss SM closed the meeting at 8.55pm
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