


MINUTES OF THE A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 14TH JULY 2026 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Steve Murcer (SM), Val Rubie (VR), Ken Huggins (KH), Tracey Collins (TC), Liz Stockley (LS), Neil Robson (NR); Members of the public – 15; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
124/26 – Apologies for absence: Received from Ivana Booker (IB)
125/26 - Declarations of interest: See below, minute 130/26 for SM; no others declared
126/26 – Adoption of the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 9th June 2026: The minutes were approved as drafted.
127/26 – Matters arising from these minutes: Covered in the agenda
128/26 – Public open session: A couple of blocked drains were mentioned – these can be reported on-line direct to Dorset Council. The hedges near the bridge at Kings Stag have been cut, but not completely, SM will investigate. There are parking issues at Wonston, around the corner by the post box. The Police will do nothing about this sort of problem. SM will try and speak to those involved to ask if there are other arrangements that can made to avoid inconvenience to others.
129/26 – Finance – a) to approve accounts for payment:
The payments listed below were all approved.
	Cheque
	Payee
	
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	DD
	Lloyds Bank
	
	
	Charges
	
	£6.75
	
	6,75

	SO
	IKServices
	
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£157.50
	
	£157.50

	DD
	Wessex Internet
	
	Monthly charge
	£1.00
	£0.20
	£1.20

	DD
	SSE
	
	
	Pavilion electricity
	£67.59
	£3.38
	£70.97

	DD
	Dorset Council
	
	Cemetery rates
	£19.00
	
	£19.00

	DD
	PWLB
	
	
	Loan repayment
	£609.99
	
	£609.99

	DD
	Dorset Council
	
	Tree inspection
	£364.00
	£72.80
	£436.80

	1713
	M Wilson
	
	
	July pay
	
	£463.39
	
	463.39

	1714
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Cemetery, field grass,May
	£350.00
	70.00
	420.00

	1715
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Cemetery,field grass,June
	£350.00
	70.00
	420.00

	1716
	A Cake
	
	
	Alec's Field grass cut
	£367.50
	
	£367.50

	1717
	M Wilson
	
	
	Expenses
	
	£250.09
	£11.99
	£262.08



b) grant request: A grant request has been received from Life Education for up to £145 to cover the shortfall of their life skills classes at the school. It was agreed to cover the cost.
130/26 – Planning:  Before considering the planning applications SM spoke to clarify his role at Dorset Council and implications for his participation in planning decisions in Hazelbury. He is now a member of the DC Planning Committee North. If he engages at parish council level with any application then he is unable to vote on this application if it is considered by the DC Committee. He would be allowed to speak for 3 minutes but not in a position to ask questions, make comments or vote. He will, therefore, take no part or vote on any planning application at parish council. HBPC has its up-to-date Neighbourhood Plan and this has always been the guiding mantra for any decisions made by the parish council and this will continue. VR, as the vice chairman, will run the planning application sessions. He also highlighted a change in procedure at DC. With a need to speed up the planning process and be in a position to deliver the target (which has doubled) for new homes set by the Government most planning decisions will now be made by officers with only the largest or most complex application going to Committee. 
The recent approval of application P/PIP/2026/00303 at the Red Barn was made by the case officer. This seems to be a clear, wrong decision with adverse implications for the village shop and future applications where it may be quoted as a precedent. MW will be drafting a letter setting out the concerns of HBPC. This will be circulated to councillors for their input before being despatched.
i) to consider any applications received: i) P/LBC/2026/03422 – The Cottage, Partway Lane, DT10 2DP – retain replacement windows and doors: Application supported. ii) P/PIP/2026/03481 – Land at rear of Honeybun Meadow, The Causeway (E374167 N 108969) – erection of up to 8no dwellings (permission in principle): This application conflicts with policies in the Neighbourhood Plan and it was agreed to objection the application.  iii) P/PIP/2026/03584 – Land west of Muston Lane, Wonston – Erect 5 dwellings: This application conflicts with policies in the Neighbourhood Plan and it was agreed to objection the application.  
131/26 - Highways and footpath matters:  i) war memorial damage and repairs: NR reported that the war memorial railings had been painted today. A photo will be circulated and the RBL advised. It looks to be a very good job of work. ii) other matters: SM had received a complaint/enquiry about grass cutting, or the apparent lack of it, by the Rangers under the SLA. MW will contact Graham Stanley. KH reported that one of the posts supporting one of the new gates has shifted. MW will report to the Rangers.
At the end of the meeting TC raised concerns about speeding traffic in Thickthorn Lane/Droop. KH will take a look to see if the Speedwatch team might be able to deploy in the area.
132/26 - Cemetery: MW has a site meeting with one of the stonemasons at the end of the month. Kevin Tribe reported damage done to the gable end of the brick store, apparently done back in the winter. MW will investigate.
133/26 – Governance – new register of interests procedures: New arrangements have come into place. MW will circulate detailed instruction and all councillors should update their ROI before the end of the month.
134/26 – The Keep: i) allotment water standpipe request: The allotment committee had received a request by one plot holder for the installation of a standpipe. As well as the capital cost of installation there would be an unquantifiable cost of extra water usage. The committee were not in favour of the idea but wanted to hear the views of the parish council, as the landowner. The parish council was in full agreement with the committee and would not allow the installation of a standpipe.   b) update: Nothing to report.
135/26 – Web site - Update: MW has just been advised that the new site is complete and available for inspection, updating, changes etc before it goes live. He will look himself and also let Vanessa Weddell know. TC offered to take a look as well.
136/26 - Recreation Field: i) Recreation Ground Committee: The minutes of the committee meeting on 11th June 2026 had been circulated and were noted. MW highlighted discussions ongoing with Dorset Waste Partnership over the removal of re-cycling waste. There might be some new costs associated with this which will need to be agreed by the parish council in due course. Ii) Tree inspection, report and action: The tree inspection has taken place and a schedule of necessary work compiled. One tree, a dead elm, needs to be taken down and work on clearing scrub and ivy from the base of trunks and to raise the crowns of the lime trees opposite the pub, by the play area. DC’s quote for the work is £2,136 in addition to the inspection cost of £364. There is an earmarked reserve for the work of £3,000. MW has approached local tree surgeons for quotes but has only had one response, which declined to get involved, not wishing to work on another party’s inspection report. In accordance with Financial Regulation 5.9 an attempt has been made to get three quotes. There is merit in a single entity doing the inspection and the subsequent work and it was agreed to ask Dorset Council to undertake the work. A transfer of £2,500 from the earmarked reserve will be made in two tranches to cover the inspection and the work itself.
137/26 – Defibrillators: i) the school: The school has reported that the battery on the main defibrillator is only at 50% charge and should be replaced. Whether it actually works is uncertain. MW has identified a supplier and the cost is £285, However, the item is not in stock and they have no idea when they might receive supplies. A new defibrillator would cost between £850 - £1,200. NR will investigate sourcing a new battery given his electrical industry background. ii) Woodlands:  John Lewis had advised MW that the Woodland defibrillator needs a new battery at a cost of £384 but they only have £100 in the resident’s kitty. The PC could buy the battery to save the vat element and it wasn’t clear if actual funding was required for the shortfall. The battery is available to all, even though it is located on a private property. MW will check to see if funding is required and that it is freely and easily available to everyone. If this is the case then the parish council agreed to provide funding support. 
138/26 - Village Hall: i) report and update: VR reported on two successful fund-raising events – Bingo, about £600 and an Allan Peters talk, the hall receiving a one third share of the £1,200 raised. Some relatively minor improvements have been made, eg the serving hatch, but nothing major is imminent. Next film show is in the school holidays, Toy Story 4, so aimed at families.   ii) cool space/heated space: Making the hall available to vulnerable residents in extreme climate conditions has been suggested. It was agreed this should be left to the village hall to organise. The is a planned electricity outage on 6th August and this might be a good day for a trial.
139/26 - Community Award nominations – review of scheme rules: VR and NR have refined the scheme rules with a more structured process and timetable. The idea of having one presentation a year was supported provided this could be altered if circumstances necessitated a more urgent award, perhaps when someone was moving away or was terminally ill.
140/26 - Community resilience: To give further consideration to developing a resilience plan: In the absence of IB this was deferred until the next meeting
141/26 - Climate and Ecological matters – update: KH is in liaison with the village hall to arrange a showing of the Emergency Briefing Film. SM is carrying out a survey on whether people support Dorset Council’s 2035 net zero target date, and are they happy to bear increased costs to achieve this?
142/26 - Report from Dorset Council councillor: Thia has been circulated
143/26 – Correspondence to note: None
144/26 – Date of next meeting: The next meeting of the parish council will be held Tuesday 11th August 2026 at 7.15pm in the village hall.
145/26 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss SM closed the meeting at 8.40pm
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