


MINUTES OF THE A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 9th JUNE 2026 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Steve Murcer (SM), Val Rubie (VR), Ken Huggins (KH), Ivana Booker (IB), Liz Stockley (LS), Neil Robson (NR); Members of the public – 7; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
103/26 – Apologies for absence: Received from Tracey Collins (TC)
104/26 - Declarations of interest: None
105/26 – Adoption of the minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 12th May 2026: The minutes were approved as drafted.
106/26 – Matters arising from these minutes: Covered in the agenda
107/26 – Public open session: No comments
108/26 – Planning:  i) to consider any applications received: P/FUL/2026/02746 – Nuzzlebury Cottage, Droop, DT10 2ED – erect garage and create parking area and associated works: No objections; IB noted that the applicant’s agent had said the Neighbourhood Plan had no validity, which is completely wrong under the latest NPPF rules
109/26 – Finance – a) to approve accounts for payment:
The payments listed below were all approved.
	Cheque
	Payee
	
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	DD
	Lloyds Bank
	
	
	Charges
	
	£8.75
	
	£8.75

	SO
	IKServices
	
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£157.50
	
	£157.50

	DD
	Wessex Internet
	
	Monthly charge
	£1.00
	£0.20
	£1.20

	DD
	SSE
	
	
	Pavilion electricity
	£55.10
	£2.76
	£57.86

	DD
	Dorset Council
	
	Cemetery rates
	£19.00
	
	£19.00

	DD
	PWLB
	
	
	Loan repayment
	£924.22
	
	£924.22

	1709
	M Wilson
	
	
	June pay
	
	£463.79
	
	463.79

	1710
	Darkin Miller
	
	Internal audit
	£355.66
	71.13
	426.79

	1711
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Cemetery, field grass
	£700.00
	140.00
	840.00

	1712
	N Robson
	
	
	Pavilion lighting
	£164.77
	
	£164.77



b) Updating Lloyds Bank mandate: The mandate needs to be updated to reflect changes in parish councillors. This is best done on-line and as a first step it was agreed that Malcolm Wilson, Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, should be made a Full Access User on our accounts. A completed form 12628 was signed by signatories on the accounts – Steve Murcer and Ken 
Huggins as well as Malcolm Wilson. Once this has been processed by Lloyds, it was agreed the mandate will be updated to remove David Maughan and add Neil Robson, Liz Stockley and Ivana Booker as authorised signatories. Any payments etc will still require two signatories.
110/26 - Highways and footpath matters:  i) war memorial damage and repairs: The quote for re-painting the railings from Basil Dudderidge was the cheapest and MW has asked him to proceed with the work to be done before Remembrance Sunday ii) field gates: These are now installed, invoice from Dorset Council awaited iii) finger post: KH is working on a contractor.
111/26 - The Keep – update:  KH reported on healthy wildflower growth – yellow rattle, meadowsweet, ox-eye daisies, knapweed and more. MW has sanctioned the installation of a geo-caching site on the Keep, out of the way of the allotments and sporting activities. Apparently, there are three others elsewhere in the village.
112/26 - Recreation Field: i) Recreation Ground Committee:  Next meeting is on 11th June 2026. ii) other matters: The formal tree inspection is being undertaken by Dorset Council and is imminent.
113/26 – Cemetery: MW reported on progress. Seven responses have been received following the mailshot to ERB holders. One has been positive and the family will make good their 4 headstones. The others reported the ERB holder was deceased or moved away. Helpful practical guidance has been received from the ICCM, Dorchester Town Council and Blandford Forum Town Council, with examples of Notices and photographs of safety measures. ICCM guidance is that any temporary support should only be in place for 18 months, after that a permanent solution must be found – probably laying the headstone down. MW has also approached 3 stonemasons to seek their expertise and experience. So far, a positive response has been received from Grassby’s in Dorchester.
114/26 - Web site: The new e mail is up and running but not yet publicised of in general use (clerk@hazelburybryanparishcouncil.gov.uk) The web site design is agreed and it’s being built; all documents to be loaded by Aubergine have been sent to them; we’ll need to upload much content (including councillors photos) ourselves to populate the site with information
MW attended first Teams training session on 3rd June. VW will be able to see the recording of the event. There is a very useful “help library” for topics, including simple “how to” instructions and short videos. The training events are held regularly and can be joined at any time at no cost.
It will be possible for the village hall to have its own log-on to access its section of the web site to upload content. This is the area that creates the most work for VW currently. The booking calendar will be included, but it’s not an accessible document in its current format. PDFs of upcoming events are also not accessible and will need to be in different formats, like a jpeg. 
115/26 - DAPTC – annual membership – to consider renewal: MW had shared correspondence with DAPTC explaining the background of the subscription and the benefits of membership and the cost of ad-hoc support if not a member (£160 per hour). On balance, it was agreed to renew
116/26 - Village Hall – report and update: VR highlighted forthcoming events include bingo, an Alan Peters talk and a film, The Infidel. The Committee is taking a well-earned breather from any major projects, but a possible new floor covering is on the longer-term agenda. It’s still proving difficult to recruit new Committee members. The idea of creating a “friends of the village hall” category for volunteers who can give some time for practical help without the commitment of joining the Committee is being considered.
117/26 - Community Award nominations – to consider two proposals for awards: Two nominations had been received and, after a long discussion on the way the scheme was working, both were agreed. However, it was agreed that VR and NR will review the terms of reference. There is a danger that A proposes B, B proposes C, C proposes D and D proposes A amongst a relatively small group of people. The intention had been to mark the conclusion of peoples volunteering efforts when they were retiring or leaving, or marking a significant birthday.
118/26 - Community resilience: To give further consideration to developing a resilience plan: IB has a copy of the school’s resilience Plan but can’t share this until individual names and details are redacted. She will be approaching a number of people suggested by VR to form the initial steering committee.
119/26 - Climate and Ecological matters – update: KH and Robbie Booker are continuing monitoring water quality. SM has chased contact numbers to report problems.
Keith Wheaton-Green reported on the activities of the Climate and Ecological group he chairs. The group meet as necessary on Zoom. The village hall de-carbonisation project is yielding positive result in terms of reduced electricity usage and charges, and income from surplus exported to the Grid. It is estimated that 20% of homes in Hazelbury now have solar panels. A section of The Green in Kingston is being managed as a wildflower meadow. The group are involved with the North Dairy Farm Solar Site, helping with bio-diversity ideas. SM suggested a visit by councillors might be useful when it comes to the final landscaping phase.
KW-G attended a recent conference – ideas of local batteries to balance and manage the local Grid are available; and Octopus Energy are developing “generator clubs” for local households
120/26 - Report from Dorset Council councillor: This had been circulated before the meeting. SM asked if councillors still wanted this report each month – a resounding ”Yes” was the response. Parish councillors eagerly await this valuable source of vital information from our hardworking County Councillor.
121/26 – Correspondence to note: None
122/26 – Date of next meeting: The next meeting of the parish council will be held Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 7.15pm in the village hall.
123/26 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss SM closed the meeting at 8.45pm
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