


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 14th APRIL 2026 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Steve Murcer (SM), Val Rubie (VR), Ken Huggins (KH), Ivana Booker (IB), Liz Stockley (LS); Members of the public – 6; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
058/26 – Apologies for absence: Receive from Neil Robson (NR) and Tracey Collins (TC)
059/26 - Declarations of interest: None
060/26 – Adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on 10th March 2026: The minutes were approved as drafted
061/26 – Matters arising from these minutes: Covered in the agenda
062/26 – Public open session: Sarah Meeks asked if a dog waste bin could be installed in Kingston, at the start of the path down to Hazel Wood. A new bin is about £200, and the annual charge for emptying is about £225. It will be on the agenda for consideration in May.
063/26 – Planning:  i) to consider any applications received: None received
064/26 – Finance – a) to approve accounts for payment:
The payments listed below were all approved.
	Cheque
	Payee
	
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	DD
	Lloyds Bank
	
	
	Charges
	
	£5.25
	
	£5.25

	SO
	IKServices
	
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£157.50
	
	£157.50

	DD
	Wessex Internet
	
	Monthly charge
	£1.00
	£0.20
	£1.20

	DD
	SSE
	
	
	Pavilion electricity
	£89.92
	£4.50
	£94.42

	DD
	Dorset Council
	
	Cemetery rates
	£14.64
	
	£14.64

	1695
	ICCM
	
	
	Subscription
	
	£110.00
	
	£110.00

	1696
	Parish Mag Printers
	
	September Bytes
	£121.00
	
	£121.00

	1697
	J Bettle
	
	
	Mileage
	
	£28.80
	
	£28.80

	1698
	J Bettle
	
	
	Mendip Dust for BMX
	£35.28
	7.06
	42.34

	1699
	M Wilson
	
	
	April pay
	
	£463.79
	
	463.79

	1700
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Allotment hedges
	£180.00
	36.00
	216.00

	1701
	Aubergine 262 Ltd
	
	New web site
	£559.00
	111.80
	670.80

	1702
	A Cake
	
	
	Field grass
	
	
	
	210.00



b) audit of year end 31st March 2026: MW is making good progress with the paperwork and is meeting the internal auditor on 5th May. 
065/26 - Highways and footpath matters:  i) war memorial damage and repairs: The contractor expects to be on site on Thursday. ii) other matters: KH noted that the “right turn” sign at the bottom of Pidney Hill has been replaced. MW is making contact with the fingerpost repairer for the sign by the Antelope junction that has disintegrated.
066/26 - The Keep – update:  KH reported that the ponies from Alner’s Gorse have been on site for 12 days and their grazing work is done. The inevitable after effects have been collected by KH and the allotmenteers. 
067/26 - Recreation Field: i) to note the minutes of the Recreation Ground Committee of 12th March 2026: The minutes had been circulated and were noted. ii) other matters, including new bench: The popular wooden bench in the play area is beyond repair. MW outlined options – a cheap wooden bench for £150; a better-quality hardwood bench for £450; or a heavy-duty version made from recycled bottles at about £600. Given the longevity and maintenance free nature of the latter it was agreed to follow this option. These are so heavy the prospect of it being stolen is slim. MW will source a suitable item.
068/26 – Cemetery: MW had outlined the steps necessary for the headstone safety project to start. The programme was agreed so as a first step MW will publicise the issue and send out letters to holders of Exclusive Rights of Burial for the affected plots. For some there are no obvious contacts given the historic records are very vague in some instances. The letter, which was approved by councillors, asks for replies by the end on May.
069/26 - Web site: Progress is being made. MW is meeting with Vanessa Weddell on Thursday to finalise the template design for the site. MW is assembling the documents which Aubergine will load to the new site. Once the template and the documents have been provided, MW will be given training on maintaining the site. As part of the process the parish council’s e mail will switch to a  “.gov.uk” address. Although not compulsory at this stage, expectations within our sector are that it will become compulsory in a year or two at the most.
070/26 - Climate and Ecological matters – update: KH had circulated the minutes of the latest meeting. He and Robbie Booker will be undertaking sampling of water quality at several points near the sewage works as part of the EarthWatch Water Blitz. KH hopes to organise a screening of a film – People’s Emergency Briefing – in the village hall. This may be a catalyst to get people involved in Community Resilience as discussed in minute 071/26, which follows.
071/26 – Community Resilience: Following on from the last meeting, SM has approached Iwerne Minster PC but has yet to hear back. IB had a very useful conversation with the Chair of Holwell PC. He is going to share information about Dorset Prepared, which seems to operate under the umbrella of the Dorset Resilience Forum There is a 31-page document outlining how community involvement can work. One councillor also acts as the Flood Warden for Holwell. IB will share the information with councillors. 
The point made by NR at the last meeting remains valid. Without further volunteers from the community to engage and commit to help and put the effort in, any planning or action will fall on the same people who do everything. Maybe the People’s Emergency Briefing film will focus minds and induce people to come forward to help.
VR expressed concern about the ability of ambulance crews to select the best/quickest route from rural communities to relevant hospitals. She suggests crews should have local route maps to help and has written to the Ambulance Service accordingly. She suggested the PC could write in a similar vein. SM offered to do so in his Dorset Councillor role.
072/26 - Village Hall – report and update: The kitchen is complete and looks very fine indeed. The Committee and volunteers have clearly been working very hard indeed to make this happen. Well done, and thanks from the parish council. There is a formal opening, and naming of the smaller meeting room, on Monday 27th April at 3pm, all are invited. Two more committee members (hopefully younger!) are being sought. There was a wide-ranging discussion about the hall and its potential for much greater use by the community.
073/26 - Report from Dorset Council councillor: This had been circulated a couple of weeks before the meeting.
074/26 – Correspondence to note: None
075/26 – Date of next meeting: The Annual Meeting of the parish council will be held Tuesday 12th May 2026 at 7.15pm in the village hall.
076/26 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss SM closed the meeting at 8.40pm
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