


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 10th MARCH 2026 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Steve Murcer (SM), Val Rubie (VR), Neil Robson (NR), Ken Huggins (KH), Ivana Booker (IB), Tracey Collins (TC); Members of the public – 5; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
038/26 – Apologies for absence: Receive from Liz Stockley (LS)
039/26 - Declarations of interest: None
040/26 – Adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on 10th February 2026: The minutes were approved as drafted
041/26 – Matters arising from these minutes: The Loveridge site matter is with Dorset Council’s Enforcement team, nothing more for the PC to do.
042/26 – Public open session: No comments
043/26 – Planning:  i) to consider any applications received: P/PIP/2026/00690 – Rowlands Yard, The Causeway – erect 4 dwellings: There is already planning permission to convert the existing barn into a single, large dwelling. This revised application would see the development of 4 smaller homes. Although this site was never in the Neighbourhood Plan, given the existing permission and the fact that the smaller homes are in line with Neighbourhood Plan policies, it was agreed to support the application.
044/26 – Finance – a) to approve accounts for payment:
The payments listed below were all approved.
	Cheque
	Payee
	
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	DD
	Lloyds Bank
	
	
	Charges
	
	£5.75
	
	£5.75

	SO
	IKServices
	
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£157.50
	
	£157.50

	DD
	Wessex Internet
	
	Monthly charge
	£1.00
	£0.20
	£1.20

	1687
	M Wilson
	
	
	March pay
	
	£463.39
	
	£463.39

	1688
	Parish Mag Printers
	
	March 26 Bytes
	£68.00
	
	£68.00

	1689
	HB Village Hall
	
	Eon rebate
	
	£111.54
	
	£111.54

	1690
	M Wilson
	
	
	Expenses
	
	£233.56
	10.57
	244.13

	1691
	Affordable Drainage Ltd
	
	MUGA work
	
	£4,670.00
	934.00
	5604.00

	1692
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Hedge cutting
	£215.00
	
	215.00

	1693
	Dorset Council/M Wilson
	
	ROW SLA
	
	£478.47
	95.69
	574.16

	1694
	JB Gardens
	
	
	vat cheque 1692
	
	43.00
	43.00



b) reserves: It was agreed to use 3,500 of Playing Field reserve and £966 of the footpaths reserve towards the drainage work by Affordable Drainage.
045/26 - Highways and footpath matters:  i) war memorial damage and repairs: MW is clarifying with the contractor whether his quote is for painting the repaired railings or the whole fence, and will chase for a start date ii) mirror at junction of Silly Hill, West Lane and the Causeway -possible repair: A new mirror has been installed but not by the PC! On the day the PC purchased item was due to be fitted, an anonymous person had got in before us. We therefore have two surplus mirrors which might be deployed elsewhere. Possible locations will be explored. iii) other matters: a) 30 mph repeater signs in Droop are wrongly sited or missing. SM has been assured by Highways that the signs are adequate, but will seek further clarification. b) NR has had no response from DC about the damaged “right turn” sign at the bottom of Pidney Hill. DC give themselves 4 or 5 weeks to action so the situation will be monitored c) the school car park is now operational. There is a problem in the afternoons – school closes at 3.15pm, the car park gates open at 3.00pm (usually, but can be delayed) but parents coming to collect children are just queuing their cars in the lane, which blocks it for through traffic, emergency vehicles etc. MW will write to the head teacher to see what plans the school has to prevent this from happening. d) Water Knap/Frizzels Hill is to be shut for a short distance for flooding repair work by Wessex Water. The formal diversion, especially for HGVs, is inevitably quite long, but locals will probably make use of Silly Hill.  
046/26 - The Keep – update: Nothing to report 
047/26 - Recreation Field - update: MUGA work is now complete. Recreation Ground Committee is meeting 12th March 2026.
048/26 – Cemetery: The Diocese have still not enabled access to their systems to enable MW to apply for a Faculty. It was agreed that MW should finalise the plan of action and proceed without Diocese approval. The Diocese has no sanction against the PC other than a potential ”smack on the wrist”.
MW mentioned a local undertaker has an outstanding bill of £300 to pay for a burial in the autumn. There seem to be new people running the business and MW will advise them that they might need to pay in advance in future and indeed might be banned from the cemetery. 
049/26 - Web site: The minutes of the working group on 26th February had been circulated for information. MW has now advised Jamie Forster of Motley that we are switching to Aubergine 262. JF was disappointed but will give any assistance necessary to ensure a smooth handover, probably in April. He will happily retain a back-up of the site for a year in case there is a need to transfer any unexpected historic information. MW has a conference call with Mark Tomkins of Aubergine on 24th March to get things moving. 
050/26 - Climate and Ecological matters – update: The group is meeting on 24th March. SM mentioned a DC survey being undertaken in which residents are asked if they would pay a hypothecated increase in council tax for climate and ecological measures. He will share details with KH. 
051/26 – Remembrance Day signage – to consider a request for funding support: James Porter from the RBL explained the background. Other local villages and towns have more extensive displays of poppies, soldier silhouettes etc which are funded, from his enquiries, by the “the council”. The RBL would like some new poppies (approx £100) to fix to the railings and an additional soldier silhouette (approx £250), so there is one on each side of the memorial. The RBL can only use its existing funds for the welfare of soldiers and their families. If it was to fund these items itself it would need to have a specific fundraising event. 
There was a wide-ranging discussion on the merits of the proposal. The parish council is hugely supportive of the war memorial and the RBL, indeed at least 3 councillors are members. However, there are different views as to whether the additional items improve or detract from the memorial itself. There was also an overwhelming view that items like the poppies and the silhouettes should only be displayed in the run-up to, and shortly after, Remembrance Day, otherwise they just become part of the street-scene and never really noticed.
It was agreed to provide the necessary funding, and the RBL will be asked to consider the timing of when the items will be on display.
052/26 – Community Resilience: The working group had last met in May 2025, and due to apparent apathy, it had rather fallen off the agenda. NR made a very important point that all the various village groups – parish council, village hall, recreation ground, climate group, web site etc were all run by pretty much the same volunteers. These all had limited time to offer and if community resilience was another issue to be handled then something else would have to give. Requests for volunteers for community resilience had pretty much fallen on deaf ears, apart from one former resident who has moved away.
It was agreed SM will talk to Iwerne Minster and IB to Holwell parish councils to see what they do. SM will also see if DC have appointed a new support officer to replace Claire Jennings. He thinks there is a degree of support from the councils in his ward for some hall sharing, although this wouldn’t have been of use in the recent flooding. 
It was suggested that a register of those who might need help in an emergency and those with skills, equipment and a willingness to help in an emergency might should be created. This brings challenges of GDPR, keeping it up-to-date, making sure it’s accessible in an emergency etc. The matter will be on the agenda for next month.
053/26 - Village Hall – report and update: New speakers and a hearing loop for NHS aids have been installed. Kitchen work is underway. There is a need to rationalise and reorganise storage. The PC has been asked to release its easy access cupboard. MW will review all the PC storage and cull old, redundant material and either take it to paper re-cycling or arrange for security wate disposal. Once this is done the request can be assessed. Heating charges are now included in the hire fee and the slot payment machines removed. The next film is on Easter Saturday – Vengeance Most Fowl! 
054/26 - Report from Dorset Council councillor: SM had walked from Woodrow to Kings Stag and noticed lots of litter – cans especially – in the overgrown hedge. He will get some litter collection sticks from DC and see about a volunteer event. He is aware of some anti-social behaviour issues connected to a house in Drum Lane.
DC Budget is agreed at £482m. 40% goes on adult social care and 20% on SEN children, with just 40% left for services like highways, waste and recycling, libraries, rights of way, flooding etc. 
Following the recent extremely wet weather and flooding, DC has over 900 reports of damage and potholes to work through. DC are not very good at providing helpful information or updates when problems are reported. An extra £10m has been allocated for clearing blocked drains and gullies. These are done as a matter of routine. Some flooding problems are a matter for the Environment Agency.
There is an ongoing consultation until May concerning the closure of 4 fire stations in Dorset, and the downgrading of Sturminster Newton to just one fire engine. This could lead to response times of up to 40 minutes in an emergency. Everyone is asked to respond to the consultation.
KH has reported a dangerous tree dangling on an overhead cable in Partway Lane. He has reported to DC but no action yet. SM will follow up.
055/26 – Correspondence to note: None
056/26 – Date of next meeting: Tuesday 14th April 2026 at 7.15pm in the village hall.
057/26 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss SM closed the meeting at 8.50 pm
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Cheque  Payee      Net  VAT  Total  

DD  Lloyds  Bank    Charges   £5.75   £5.75  

SO  IKServices    Dog bin emptying  £157.50   £157.50  

DD  Wessex Internet   Monthly charge  £1.00  £0.20  £1.20  

1687  M Wilson    March  pay   £463.39   £463.39  

1688  Parish Mag Printers   March 26 Bytes  £68.00   £68.00  

1689  HB Village Hall   Eon  rebate   £111.54   £111.54  

1690  M Wilson    Expenses   £233.56  10.57  244.13  

1691  Affordable Drainage  Ltd   MUGA  work   £4,670.00  934.00  5604.00  

1692  JB  Gardens    Hedge cutting  £215.00   215.00  

1693  Dorset Council/M  Wilson   ROW SLA   £478.47  95.69  574.16  

1694  JB  Gardens    vat cheque 1692   43.00  43.00  
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