


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 10th FEBRUARY 2026 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Val Rubie (VR), who took the Chair, Neil Robson (NR), Ken Huggins (KH), Ivana Booker (IB), Tracey Collins (TC); Members of the public – 10; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
020/26 – Apologies for absence: Received from Steve Murcer (SM) and Liz Stockley (LS)
021/26 - Declarations of interest: None
022/26 – Adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on 13th January 2026: The minutes were approved as drafted
023/26 – Matters arising from these minutes: Covered in the agenda.
024/26 – Public open session: A question was asked about the Community Resilience plans. These had been put on hold due to a lack of suitable volunteers for the group and Dorset Council not having a designated officer in post to provide guidance and support etc. The matter will be back on the agenda for the next meeting in March.
025/26 – Planning:  i) to consider any applications received: P/PIP/2026/00303 – The Red Barn, The Causeway, DT10 2BH – Erection of up to 8 dwellings (permission in principle): The following points were noted.
1. The site is not in the Neighbourhood Plan. NDDC & DC's approach so far has been to refuse applications that are not In the NPlan since approving extra development might jeopardise the viability of sites allocated for development in the NPlan
2. Our NP policies have full planning weight until March 2029. There was a crucial change in the National Planning Policy Framework in December 2024 that gives full weight to NPlan policies for NPlans that are less than 5 years old. Our NPlan is only just approaching two years old, so policies in the N Plan have full planning weight until March 2029. In planning hierarchy terms, the NPPF trumps any Local Plan
3. The site is outside the Settlement Boundary. Whilst the draft Dorset Plan envisages removing Settlement Boundaries, at present it still exists.
4. Using this site for only 8 houses avoids need for affordable housing, a rather cynical approach some might say
5. The site design allows for future "add-on" development opportunities further into the field in the future
6. This was not a site even considered by DC in its new draft Plan
7. The applicant quotes a "precedent" set by an application for a single dwelling P/PIP/2025/06310. This however was a very limited (one dwelling) limited infill as expected in our NPlan policies. Limited infill doesn't mean a small estate of 8 homes.
8. The applicant quotes DC's housing supply being only 2.53 years. In the past this would have been relevant, but the NPPF change mentioned above gives full weight to NPlan policies notwithstanding the planning authorities overall supply situation.
9. There are concerns about the impact on the village shop which has about 200 cars a day arriving for shopping. In addition, there are 40 deliveries a week by lorries of various sizes. The plan significantly reduces the parking capacity with the potential for dangerous parking situations on The Causeway or customers going elsewhere because parking is difficult.
Taking all these into account, the parish council OBJECTS to this application
 ii) My Tan, Pidney site- complaints re unauthorised business use: to note any response from Dorset Council officers: SM had been contacted by a local resident concerning the noise and inconvenience caused by timberyard type work going on at the site, which is meant for residential use by travellers. A video of the lane being blocked for some while by a truck delivering tree trunks for cutting into logs has been sent to Dorset Council’s Enforcement team. It was alleged at the meeting that many local residents are concerned but wish these concerns to be kept private. SM remains in contact with the Enforcement team and will share any guidance received from them. Residents can report concerns direct to the Enforcement team.
026/26 – Finance – a) to approve accounts for payment:
The payments listed below were all approved.
	Cheque
	Payee
	
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	DD
	Lloyds Bank
	
	
	Charges
	
	£7.75
	
	£7.75

	SO
	IKServices
	
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£157.50
	
	£157.50

	DD
	Wessex Internet
	
	Monthly charge
	£1.00
	£0.20
	£1.20

	DD
	Dorset Council
	
	Cemetery Business Rates
	£19.00
	
	£19.00

	DD
	HMRC
	
	
	Paye - Oct - Jan
	£1,087.22
	
	£1,087.22

	DD
	SSE
	
	
	Pavilion electricity
	£126.62
	£6.33
	£132.95

	1686
	M Wilson
	
	
	February pay
	£463.79
	
	£463.79



027/26 - Highways and footpath matters:  i) war memorial damage and repairs: MW is clarifying with the contractor whether his quote is for painting the repaired railings or the whole fence. James Porter has confirmed the RBL is happy with the repair concept. He will be at the next meeting to talk about more “silhouette” signage. ii) mirror at junction of Silly Hill, West Lane and the Causeway -possible repair: MW has sourced a replacement mirror for less than £50. Delivery is expected shortly and NR has agreed to fix it. iii) other matters: a) Flooding has been a hot topic on Next Door etc. The parish council can only lobby DC to do its best, we have no funding or remit to “fix flooding in Hazelbury Bryan” as some might demand.  And if people do escape Hazelbury, they are only blocked somewhere in an adjacent parish. SM has asked for details of the most troublesome spots and he will be taking these up with Highways b) Potholes – keep reporting them c) Signs – a junction sign near the war memorial has been damaged by hedge-cutting – NR has reported
028/26 - The Keep – update: Nothing to report 
029/26 - Recreation Field - update: An invoice has been received but there are two matters of detail that need to be finished before payment. MW will chase.
030/26 - Web site: i) to note the minutes of the working group held 20th January 2026: The minutes had been circulated and were noted and agreed ii) to agree the recommendation in minute 005/26 to move the web site to a new host specialising in parish council web site requirements and needs: It was agreed to accept the recommendation to switch web host to a more sector specific service provider. iii) to delegate authority to the working group to select a supplier, potentially Aubergine 262, who are recommended by DAPTC: In the interest of speed, in order to meet new accessibility requirements, it was agreed to delegate the choice of a new supplier to the Working Group
031/26 - Climate and Ecological matters – update: KH referenced a major event held last November in Central Hall, Westminster highlighting the imminent perils and risks from climate change and bio-diversity issues. About a third of MPs attended plus leaders from the world of business, the armed forces etc. A film of the event has been produced for distribution and KH hopes to get this for the village hall and show it as a precursor to a village discussion and hopefully some community action.
032/26 – Policies: to review and agree to adopt the following Policies i) revised Data Protection Policy ii) new Records Management and Retention Policy iii) new Retention Schedule iv) new Freedom of Information Request procedure v) new Information Technology Policy: MW had drafted and circulated new or amended policies. IB had kindly undertaken a very thorough review of those relating to Data Protection and Information Technology. After a discussion about how a NALC 

template policy can best be tailored to fit the circumstances of an individual council, it was agreed to adopt all the policies above as originally drafted.
033/26 - Village Hall – report and update: VR talked through the improvement plans. New speakers and hearing loop are expected 20th February and work on the kitchen starts on 2nd March. It is planned to take three weeks, but a lot of cupboards will need to be cleared in advance of this. Hall users have been asked to let the hall know if they will continue whilst the works are underway. The car park will be out of action as it will be full of contractor’s vehicles; but the fish and chip van will be on site as usual. VH expressed the gratitude of the parish council for all the work done by the Hall Committee
034/26 - Report from Dorset Council councillor: This will be circulated in due course
035/26 – Correspondence to note: None
036/26 – Date of next meeting: Tuesday 10th March 2026 at 7.15pm in the village hall.
037/26 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss VR closed the meeting at 8.10 pm
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