


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 13TH JANUARY 2026 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Steve Murcer (SM), Liz Stockley (LS), Neil Robson (NR), Ken Huggins (KH), Ivana Booker (IB); Members of the public – 6; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
.
001/26 – Apologies for absence: Received from Val Rubie (VR) and Tracey Collins (TC)
002/26 - Declarations of interest: None
003/26 – Adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on 9th December 2025: The minutes were approved as drafted
004/26 – Matters arising from these minutes: None
005/26 – Public open session: Fiona Meeks said she hadn’t been informed about Dorset Council’s planning approval for the solar farm at Pulham. She also mentioned problems of residents in Falmouth whose analogue phone service had been removed, as is happening nationally. 
006/26 – Planning: None
007/26 – Finance – a) to approve accounts for payment:
The payments listed below were all approved.
	Cheque
	Payee
	
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	DD
	Lloyds Bank
	
	
	Charges
	
	£5.75
	
	£5.75

	SO
	IKServices
	
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£157.50
	
	£157.50

	DD
	Wessex Internet
	
	Monthly charge
	£1.00
	£0.20
	£1.20

	DD
	Dorset Council
	
	Cemetery Business Rates
	£19.00
	
	£19.00

	DD
	UK DMO
	
	
	PWLB loan repayment
	£609.99
	
	£609.99

	1683
	Motley Digital Ltd
	
	Web host
	
	£253.40
	£50.68
	£304.08

	1684
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Hedge cutting
	£206.00
	£41.20
	£247.20

	1685
	M Wilson
	
	
	January pay
	
	£463.39
	
	£463.39



b) to note and approve the bank reconciliation and financial summary as at the end of December 2025: These had been circulated in advance and were approved and signed at the meeting 
c) Assertion 10 – audit changes – update: MW summarised progress to date. Our existing e mail domain is owned by the parish council so is acceptable. A switch to a .gov.uk address might be considered as part of the upgraded web site. Drafts of a new IT Policy and upgraded Data Protection and Freedom of Information policies are almost complete and will be presented for approval at the next parish council meeting. It is not certain that the web site will comply with accessibility rules – much depends on whether we upgrade with our existing supplier or move to a new supplier. 
d) to consider possible projects for 2026/27: SM had asked councillors for ideas, but apart from benches at the Keep and the play area nothing had been forthcoming. From the public, Sarah Meeks suggested reviving the improvements to the bridle path from Woodrow, behind Alners Gorse. She recalled this was to cost about £30,000 and could be split three ways – Dorset Council, British Horse Society and the parish council. So, we’d only have to find £10,000 ourselves. The idea of replacing stiles with gates was also suggested by her. MW explained that some work on this is due on the Wonston to Red Barn path, but landowners have to give permission. Where fields are used for grazing stock, the change is more complex given the need to ensure field security. Kissing gates are a possibility. SM asked how many stiles there are in the parish. MW will try and ascertain
e) to consider and agree a budget and Precept for 2026/27: MW had prepared a draft budget and possible precept which was discussed at December’s parish council. After further consideration it was agreed to accept the budget as drafted and demand a Precept of £27,140 from Dorset Council. This is a 5% rise and will mean an additional cost of £2.47 per annum for a Band D property.
008/26 - Highways and footpath matters:  i) war memorial damage and repairs: MW has received a quote of £550 for repairs from Basil Duddridge who runs a forge at Kington Magna. It was agreed that this should go ahead, and MW will advise the RBL via James Porter. ii) mirror at junction of Silly Hill, West Lane and the Causeway -possible repair: Alexander Rottenburg is investigating ownership of the land iii) Speeding: SM has recently spoken to the police officer manning the speed gun. She had caught 8 speeders that morning on the Causeway, which is currently the best location for the police to be deployed. DC Highways are working on repeater signs in the parish to ensure there are sufficient in place to support any prosecutions. She was very complimentary about the parish’s Speedwatch group. iv) Potholes: SM has reported nine to DC Highways and encouraged councillors and the public to do likewise v) Other matters: IB has concerns over flood defences used by the new house near Rivers Corner. These are causing a large accumulation of surface water on the Highway. SM asked her to report to DC on its web site. KH had noticed a heavy ivy stem is entangled with a telephone cable. He will follow this up
009/26 - The Keep – update: Nothing to report 
010/26 - Recreation Field - update: MW has chased Affordable Drainage to finish work on the MUGA – the entrance and the board to prevent woodchip falling through from the swings are still to be finished. It was noted that in recent very heavy rain the MUGA hadn’t flooded at all. A Committee meeting will be organised shortly
011/26 - Cemetery – update on safety inspection: The Diocese is still unable to provide the necessary log-in for MW to upload documents needed to obtain a faculty. MW will tell them that we are likely to just get on with the work unless a solution is provided quickly.
012/26 - Web site – update: In the absence of TC this matter was deferred.
013/26 - Climate and Ecological matters – update: KH reported that the Climate group have a positive dialogue with the developers with regards to enhancing bio-diversity at the solar plant in Pulham
014/26 – Remembrance Day signage – request from the Royal British Legion for a donation: This was deferred to the next meeting when hopefully James Porter will be in attendance
015/26 - Village Hall – report and update: In the absence of TC and VR there was nothing to report
016/26 - Report from Dorset Council councillor: This will be circulated
017/26 – Correspondence to note: None
018/26 – Date of next meeting: Tuesday 10th February 2026 at 7.15pm in the village hall.
019/26 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss SM closed the meeting at 8.10 pm
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