


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 9th DECEMBER 2025 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Steve Murcer (SM), Liz Stockley (LS), Neil Robson (NR), Val Rubie (VR), Ivana Booker (IB); Members of the public – 3; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
.
219/25 – Apologies for absence: Received from Ken Huggins (KH) and Tracey Collins (TC)
220/25 - Declarations of interest: SM, VR and NR are members of the Royal British Legion, see minute 233/25 below.
221/25 – Adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on 11th November 2025: The minutes were approved as drafted
222/25 – Matters arising from these minutes: The school has been in contact with MW over a potential grit bin, and the school will deal directly with Dorset Council
223/25 – Public open session: No comments or questions
224/25 – Planning: a) P/HOU/2025/06699 – Highfield, Kingston, DT10 2AR – erect extension to garage with ancillary accommodation above: This application is in accordance with the Neighbourhood Plan and is supported.
225/25 – Finance – a) to approve accounts for payment:
The payments listed below were all approved.
	Cheque
	Payee
	
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	DD
	Lloyds Bank
	
	
	Charges
	
	£6.75
	
	£6.75

	SO
	IKServices
	
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£157.50
	
	£157.50

	DD
	Wessex Internet
	
	Monthly charge
	£1.00
	£0.20
	£1.20

	DD
	Dorset Council
	
	Cemetery Business Rates
	£19.00
	
	£19.00

	DD
	UK DMO
	
	
	PWLB loan repayment
	£924.22
	
	£924.22

	1676
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Grass cutting
	£320.00
	£64.00
	£384.00

	1677
	HB PCC
	
	
	Pavilion advert
	£55.50
	
	£55.50

	1678
	EUCAN
	
	
	Keep maintenance
	£717.50
	
	£717.50

	1679
	M Allen-Ellis
	
	ERB refund
	
	£200.00
	
	£200.00

	1680
	M Wilson
	
	
	December pay
	£463.79
	
	£463.79

	1681
	HB Village Hall
	
	Hire fee
	
	£192.00
	
	£192.00

	1682
	V Rubie
	
	
	Village award
	£44.16
	£8.83
	£52.99



b) Assertion 10 – audit changes – update: The web site upgrade is covered in minute 230/25 below. MW is working on IT and Data Protection policies, based on NALC templates where available.
c) to consider the first draft of a budget for 2026/27: MW had circulated a first draft budget and potential precept in advance of the meeting. In essence, a break-even budget requires a 5% rise in the precept to £27,140. For a Band D property this would mean an increase of £2.47 per annum. SM highlighted that there were no notable projects in the pipeline. Should the precept be increased by more to provide project funding – but for what? Councillors were asked to give some thought to what might usefully be undertaken in 2026/27. MW highlighted that there are earmarked reserves for potentials works to the pavilion, Alec’s Field, rights of way etc., and certainly a tree inspection is due which might involve unexpected expenditure. MW stressed this is “only a budget”, and over the last decade if the council had identified an unexpected need or desire that needed expenditure then it had never been held back by it not being in the budget. The matter will be considered again in January’s meeting where a decision on the precept to be demanded from Dorset Council will have to be made.
226/25 - Highways and footpath matters:  i) war memorial damage and repairs: MW had circulated photos of the damage circulated. At first glimpse it seems minimal but NR said that when viewed from above the entire railings are more elliptical than round, and the gate does not fit properly. Bodging a repair might cause more problems than it solves. MW will speak to a specialist to get an idea of the costs for repair or even replacement. The railings are insured, with a £250 excess and once MW has an idea of costs he will speak to the insurers.  ii) mirror at junction of Silly Hill, West Lane and the Causeway -possible repair:  Alexander Rottenburg, who lives on Silly Hill, is going to try and fix the mirror as DC Highways won’t get involved with these items. MW has suggested he might need the landowner’s permission. He will try and ascertain ownership and asked if the PC would make a contribution to any repairs? The parish council agreed to make a contribution provided it was “reasonable”.  iii) any other matters: None
227/25 - The Keep – update: Nothing to report 
228/25 - Recreation Field - update: MW noted that the drainage work seems to be working well. Affordable Drainage are still to do some remedial work by the gate before invoicing us. Rob Simpson has had to give up cutting Alec’s Field next year but the work will be done by Anthony Cake, a cricket club member who looks after the actual wicket as well. He runs the family farm at Old Boywood Farm at the far end of West Lane.
229/25 - Cemetery – i) update on safety inspection: The Diocese and its IT people are still struggling to provide a log-on that works to enable documents to be uploaded. ii) Chaffey family grave space problem: A burial is due Monday 15th December. When marking the plot MW realised that the adjoining plot, owned by the same family, was likely to be too narrow for future use. In addition, the plot for the intended burial on Monday had only been dug to a single depth, so there would be no room for another coffin. Fortunately, space is available in the next row so a double depth grave space will be dug before Monday. The family graves will adjoin, but at the top rather than the side. When headstones etc are installed in due course, the family have been told some appropriate linkage of the two grave spaces would be permitted. The family are content, but after the distress and disruption the parish council agreed to waive the £300 fee for the interment 
230/25 - Web site – update: MW, TC and NR had met with Jamie Forster from Motley. JF and TC seem in accord that any difficulties with loading photos or documents can easily be resolved by minor tweaks. TC has been given a user log-in so she can have a thorough trawl through the depths of the site. TC will draft a requirements specification for consideration by the parish council before onward transmission to JF for implementation. This might include a recommendation for more two-way social media interaction. MW had identified another supplier that actually specialises in parish council web sites – Aubergine 262. Details had been circulated and a number of councillors think this might be a better option. There was a free-wheeling discussion about how the web site might be improved, managed, funded etc, but no conclusions or consensus was forthcoming. The web site and its future will be on the agenda in January.
231/25 - Climate and Ecological matters – update: Nothing to report
232/25 – Community Award recommendation: Further to November minute 213/25, the latest Community Award will be presented to Ann and Peter Gibson on at the Lunch Club on Friday 12th December. 
233/25 – Remembrance Day signage – request from the Royal British Legion for a donation: It had been hoped that James Porter would be in attendance to make the case and describe what is wanted. This will be deferred to January.
234/25 - Village Hall – report and update: The Quiz raised £550 and the clothes sale total had risen to £1,000. A new audio system is to be installed and plans for the kitchen are to be finalised so work can start early in 2026. A refund and compensation payment have been received from Octopus energy.
235/25 – Additional dog waste bin at the cemetery: There was no support for an additional waste bin at this location.
236/25 - Report from Dorset Council councillor: This had been circulated. MW expressed some concerns over the decision by DC that any policies in approved Neighbourhood Plans that conflicted with the new Local Plan would be over-ridden. MW thinks this is contrary to the National Policy Planning Framework that guarantees full weight to be given to policies in approved Neighbourhood Plans that are less than 5 years old. 
237/25 – Correspondence to note: None
238/25 – Date of next meeting: Tuesday 13th January 2026 at 7.15pm in the village hall.
239/25 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss SM closed the meeting at 8.40 pm
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1680  M Wilson    December pay  £463.79   £463.79  
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