


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 14th OCTOBER 2025 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Steve Murcer (SM), Liz Stockley (LS), Ken Huggins (KH), Val Rubie (VR), Ivana Booker (IB); Members of the public – 5; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
.
180/25 – Apologies for absence: Received from Tracey Collins (TC) and Neil Robson (NR)
181/25 - Declarations of interest: SM has taken advice from the monitoring officer at Dorset Council. Although he doesn’t have a disclosable pecuniary interest, through his employment, he could be judged to have an indirect interest in some of the sites in the Local Plan. This will roll forward monthly.
182/25 – Adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on 9th September 2025: The minutes were approved as drafted
183/25 – Matters arising from these minutes: The pick-up truck that was being parked outside the village hall seems to have been moved following action from KH.
184/25 – Public open session: There is an advert in the Blackmore Vale magazine for an industrial unit to let in the village with 24x7 HGV access. No location, just a mobile number for contact. MW will see if he can find a location.
185/25 – Finance – a) to approve accounts for payment:
The payments listed below were all approved.
	Cheque
	Payee
	
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	DD
	Lloyds Bank
	
	
	Charges
	
	6.75
	
	£6.75

	SO
	IKServices
	
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£157.50
	
	£157.50

	DD
	Wessex Internet
	
	Monthly charge
	£1.00
	£0.20
	£1.20

	DD
	Dorset Council
	
	Cemetery Business Rates
	£19.00
	
	£19.00

	DD
	SSE
	
	
	Pavilion electricity
	£160.25
	£8.01
	£168.26

	1667
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Cemetery/play area
	£320.00
	£64.00
	£384.00

	1668
	M Wilson
	
	
	Expenses
	
	£1,193.09
	£212.24
	£1,405.33

	1669
	M Wilson
	
	
	October pay
	
	£463.39
	
	£463.39

	1670
	Fireline Ltd
	
	
	Pavilion inspections
	£238.70
	£47.74
	£286.44

	1671
	A J Gallagher Insurance 
	
	Insurance renewal
	£4,117.68
	
	£4,117.68



b) to agree the bank reconciliation and financial summary as at 30th September 2025: These had been circulated in advance and were approved and signed.
186/25 – Planning: a) to consider any planning applications received: P/PIP/2015/05707 – 1 The Green, Kingston, DT10 2DX – erection of two dwellings (permission in principle): There was a lengthy discussion about this application. It fits many of the Neighbourhood Plan policies – it’s infill within the settlement boundary, it’s for smaller homes etc, but there were concerns over the small size of the plot and access and traffic issues. Ultimately it was decided to object to the application. 
b) Dorset Council’s Local Plan Consultation – any further action required: SM highlighted the approach being taken by Shillingstone and Okeford Fitzpaine, two of his other DC parishes. Both have decided to object to being classified as Tier 3 villages as they believe they don’t have the infrastructure to be so classified. It’s unlikely Dorset Council will let all larger villages escape the Tier 3 classification, but might Hazelbury Bryan also make an attempt? There is nothing to lose, and it was agreed to submit an addendum to our response making the case for not being in Tier 3. MW will action. 
187/25 - Highways and footpath matters: i) Works to field entrances – update: Contractors are due to start on Wednesday 15th. MW has put advice notices on the approaches to the work areas ii) any other matters: A new field gate entrance has been created in Park Gate. One resident is unhappy as it creates another passing place and has complained to Highways but to no avail.
188/25 - The Keep – update: KH reported that the EuCan volunteers had brush-cut the wild-flower area today, and the cuttings are being raked and collected.  
189/25 - Recreation Field: i) to note and agree the Recreation Ground Committee minutes of 16th September 2025: The minutes had been circulated and agreed. ii) to confirm, or not, the Committee’s recommendations regarding a request from the Antelope pub to hire the pavilion and cricket field for changing and car parking facilities relating to an outdoor boxing and music event in June 2026: The Committee had considered the request from the pub to use Alec’s Field and the pavilion for a boxing event at the pub in June next year. Given the risks involved as set out in the Recreation Committee minutes, the Committee had recommended not to make the facilities available, but it felt the ultimate decision should be made by the parish council. It was agreed by the parish council to decline the request to use Alec’s Field and pavilion for the event   iii) drainage works – update on progress: As above, contractors due on site on Wednesday 15th October. iv) update on other items: None
190/25 - Audit and Governance – changes for year-end 31st March 2026 – update from the clerk: MW reported on changes afoot with the year-end audit, especially the Annual Governance Statement. Under an initiative called “Assertion 10” councils will need to confirm adherence to three core areas of digital governance. In essence these are Data Protection Act and UK GDPR Compliance; Web site accessibility compliance; and Use of council e-mail domains and IT. Looking at these three topics in turn there will be some workstreams to organise and follow through on.
Data protection: We’ll need to map personal data, risk assess how it is processed and stored, draft policies to reflect actual operation, train staff and councillors, keep evidence of compliance and keep it all up to date
Web site: Talk to supplier to ensure our site meets WCAG 2.2 AA requirements. If it doesn’t then an upgrade or even a switch to another compliant supplier might be necessary
E mails: Free services such as gmail, Hotmail etc cannot be used. A move to a “.gov.uk” is encouraged, and councillors should also have their own specific council e mails for council business.
MW will make a start.
The matter prompted a wide-ranging discussion on social media platforms, keeping the public up to date with current issues, attendance at parish council meetings and community engagement generally. There is much to think about, including who does what, which platforms would work best and what are the cost implications. SM will give some more information on “mail chimp” and the next meeting.
191/25 - Cemetery – i) update on safety inspection: Nothing to report.
192/25 - Web site – update: Nothing to report.
193/25 - Climate and Ecological matters – update: KH reported that construction of the solar farm at North Dairy Farm is about to commence. The Climate Group have held further meetings with the project manager to discuss improvement works to the river Lydden where it crosses the site, including the removal of debris and planting of the banks to benefit wildlife. They have also invited the Water Guardians section of Dorset Wildlife Trust to join the discussions, and the construction company have engaged a flood consultant and an ecologist to assist in the deliberations.
On Sat 20th Sept members of the Climate Group took part for a second time in the Great UK WaterBlitz national fresh water sampling campaign. Four sampling points were chosen on two local streams that are tributaries of the River Lydden that is itself a tributary of the River Stour.  One of the four samples was rated as Good (immediately upstream of the village sewage works) whilst the other three samples were rated as Poor especially the one taken downstream of the sewage works which showed high levels of Nitrates. All sample results are included in the national database and the intention is to continue to monitor our local stream conditions during future WaterBlitz campaigns, the next one being scheduled to take place in April'26.  
194/25 - Community Resilience – update on progress: Nothing to report.
195/25 - Village Hall – report and update: VR reported on a number of matters. The discussions on the kitchen upgrade continue, and also for the audio system and hearing loop. The coin meters are proving difficult for some short people to safely reach up to insert coins and solutions are either too expensive or present safety hazards. The hall’s management policies are to be reviewed. There is a full range of social activities planned in the run up to Christmas. The small hall and kitchen might be named in honour of recent hall stalwarts who have sadly died this year. 
IB reported that the switch of electricity supplier to EON was complete. 
196/25 - Report from Dorset Council councillor: Whilst the Council is still able to balance its budget with transfers from reserves its finances, like many councils, remain very tight. OFC objective of delivering £18m annual savings by 2029. Forecast savings in 2025 of £10m are currently behind plan at £5M because of delays in the redundancy programme. MI to July 2025 forecasts a full year deficit of £7.7m 1.8% overspend largely down to Children’s Social care placements. The year end deficit will be corrected by transfer from reserves. The 2026 Budget process has started with a Cllr briefing this week specifically with a forward look from each of the directorates. It is too early to say what the Council Tax rise will be in the absence of the Government LA settlement which comes in December each year.
197/25 – Correspondence to note: MW had received information and survey forms from Dorset Council on an “Age Friendly Dorset” initiative. He will put on the web site. The village hall also received the same information.
198/25 – Date of next meeting: Tuesday 11th November 2025 at 7.15pm in the village hall.
199/25 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss SM closed the meeting at 8.55 pm
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Cheque  Payee      Net  VAT  Total  

DD  Lloyds  Bank    Charges   6.75   £6.75  

SO  IKServices    Dog bin emptying  £157.50   £157.50  

DD  Wessex Internet   Monthly charge  £1.00  £0.20  £1.20  

DD  Dorset Council   Cemetery Business  Rates  £19.00   £19.00  

DD  SSE    Pavilion electricity  £160.25  £8.01  £168.26  

1667  JB  Gardens    Cemetery/play area  £320.00  £64.00  £384.00  

1668  M Wilson    Expenses   £1,193.09  £212.24  £1,405.33  

1669  M Wilson    October  pay   £463.39   £463.39  

1670  Fireline  Ltd    Pavilion inspections  £238.70  £47.74  £286.44  

1671  A J Gallagher   Insurance    Insurance renewal  £4,117.68   £4,117.68  
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