


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 12th AUGUST 2025 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Steve Murcer (SM), Liz Stockley (LS), Neil Robson (NR), Ken Huggins (KH), Tracey Collins (TC), Ivana Booker (IB); Members of the public – 2; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
.
151/25 – Apologies for absence: Received Val Rubie (VR)
152/25 - Declarations of interest: None declared
153/25 – Adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on 8th July 2025: The minutes were approved as drafted
154/25 – Matters arising from these minutes: SM has spoken to the Chair of Governors at the school. They are hoping the car park will be available for the start of the September term but it is dependent on Dorset Council planners agreeing to separate the outstanding Enforcement Notice issues from the use of the car park.
155/25 – Public open session: The defibrillators in the village need to have phone numbers for people who can be contacted when a defibrillator is moved from its location in an off-site emergency. MW and TC’s numbers will be used,
156/25 - Finance- 
a) approve accounts for payment:
The payments listed below were all approved.
	Cheque
	Payee
	
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	DD
	Lloyds Bank
	
	
	Charges
	
	8.25
	
	£8.25

	SO
	IKServices
	
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£157.50
	
	£157.50

	DD
	Wessex Internet
	
	Monthly charge
	£1.00
	£0.20
	£1.20

	DD
	Dorset Council
	
	Cemetery Business Rates
	£19.00
	
	£19.00

	DD
	SSE
	
	
	Pavilion electricity
	£139.41
	£6.97
	£146.38

	DD
	HMRC
	
	
	PAYE/Employers NI
	£1,047.71
	
	£1,047.71

	1659
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Cemetery/play area
	£320.00
	£64.00
	£384.00

	1660
	R Simpson
	
	
	Field grass
	
	£157.50
	
	£157.50

	1661
	BDO
	
	
	External audit
	£315.00
	£63.00
	£378.00

	1662
	M Wilson
	
	
	Aug pay/back pay
	£520.91
	
	£520.91

	1663
	M Wilson
	
	
	Expenses
	
	£152.12
	
	£152.12



b) to note the terms and drawdown of a new Public Works Loan Board loan: MW noted that the whole process had taken 4 months. Applications are now subject to greater scrutiny based on affordability and contingency criteria. The loan is for £9,460 repayable over 10 years at a fixed rate of 5.11%. 
c) to note progress on a new bank mandate and progress to enabling BACS payments: MW has met with Amanda Packer at Blandford TC who demonstrated the ease of making BACS payments with Lloyds Bank. He will work on updating the mandate and organising the BACS functionality.
157/25 – Planning: a) to consider any planning applications received: P/FUL/2025/01163 – land north and west of Sunny View, Pleck – create access and track: No objections
158/25 - Footpath and highways matters: a) Antelope to Coney Lane path – eroded gate entrances: Contractors have quoted for this work in conjunction with drainage work around the new MUGA as detailed in the Recreation Ground Committee minutes. It was agreed to accept the Committee’s recommended contractor, Affordable Drainage Ltd, who are village based and highly regarded, for both pieces of work. One of the entrances is shared with land owned by the Poor Lands Trust and Jestyn Coke of the Trust had previously indicated to SM that they would be prepared to make a contribution to the costs. MW will contact him. b) Signage issues on The Causeway – update from Dorset Council: DC has replaced the 30 mph repeater signs as requested by Dorset Police and the local Speedwatch group. In doing so, they have complained about Hedgehog signs fixed to Highways signpost poles. These do not conform to DC’s specifications and could well prevent successful prosecutions of speeding motorists. They must be removed from all locations in Hazelbury – KH will do this asap and advise Jeannette Hampstead. It seems permission for approved signs can be made through DC’s “hedgehog signing policy”. Who knew there was one! Due process will be followed in due course. c) any other matters: None
159/25 – The Keep – update: KH reported that it is very dry but the wildflowers have cast their seeds so the grass will be cut soon. SM wondered whether KH might give a talk on site about the wildflowers next summer? KH doubtful that there would be much interest.
160/25 - Recreation Field a) to note the minutes of the Recreation Ground Committee held on 5th August 2025: The minutes were noted and the recommendations as to a contractor for the field gates and MUGA drainage were endorsed by the parish council. b) to consider a request from Mr Graham at the Antelope pub to hire the pavilion and Alec’s Field for changing and car parking facilities linked to an outdoor boxing and music event in June 2026: This request had been considered by the Recreation Ground Committee which had agreed to seek further information and re-assurances from Mr Graham. Subsequent to the Committee meeting, MW had prepared and circulated a detailed risk assessment highlighting significant concerns over the request. There was a wide-ranging discussion about the evening. 
Clearly the parish council wants to do what it can to support the pub, it is a valued village asset. However, it also has a responsibility to think of the wider community and potential disturbance or inconvenience. Particular concerns relate to the status, experience and financial standing of the promoter; the number, experience, skills and reliability of those employed as stewards and marshalls; the impact on the playing surface if the chosen night is wet; the possibility of motorhomes and caravans arriving on Alec’s Field during the evening and subsequent difficulties this might cause; the costs and practicalities of clearing up after the event (perhaps mitigated by a very significant, five figure, security deposit); the impact on the village and wider community of 150 cars leaving the site after midnight; the general disquiet over hosting 400 people who will have taken drink and worse on the quiet and safe ambience of the village; does the event require a licence from Dorset Council and Police approval. It was agreed that NR and TC will speak to Mr Graham about these concerns and see what concrete reassurances and mitigation might be available. Unless these are forthcoming, it is highly unlikely that the parish council will give its approval.  
161/25 – Cemetery - safety inspection update: MW has submitted an application for a Faculty to the Diocese. Response awaited.
162/25 – Web site update: All seems ok, nothing to report
163/25 – Climate group: KH reported on a nationwide initiative called Water Blitz. Local volunteers are taking water samples from small streams and water courses in their area. Details will be recorded in a national database. KH has about 7 sites in HB, including the outflow from the sewage works (very smelly). He will be re-measuring in September and the matter will be on the agenda for October’s meeting. 
Apparently one of the allotmenteers had rigged up an automatic watering system for his dahlias but has been ordered to take it down 
164/25 – Community Resilience: MW will arrange a meeting
165/25 – Village hall - update: Amanda Dance reported that hearing loops are being considered but the matter is complicated – there is no “one size suits all” option. Quotes are coming in for the kitchen work, but the associated building works are proving to be very expensive. The switch from Octopus Energy to EON is imminent. IB was thanked for her persistence and determination to see this through. 
166/25 – Report from Dorset Council Cllr Murcer: DC’s consultation on its new Local Plan will start shortly. He will be advised of the detailed implications and sites for HB on Thursday 14th August. MW will summarise the information and how it relates to the Neighbourhood Plan etc. An informal meeting will then be held in the next week or two to consider the information and how we might respond to the consultation, which closes on 18th October 2025.
He reported on a Police investigation into emergency, essential Health and Safety works across DC’s property portfolio. This seems to have gone spectacularly wrong, with an overspend running into millions of pounds. Most of the officers involved seem to have moved away to other authorities. Unsurprisingly it has become quite political!
167/25 – Correspondence to note: None
168/25 – Date of next meeting: This will be on Tuesday 9th September 2025 at 7.15pm in the village hall. TC has given her apologies.
169/25 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss SM closed the meeting at 8.45 pm





