


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 14th JANUARY 2025 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Steve Murcer (SM), Ken Huggins (KH), Val Rubie (VR), Ivana Booker (IB); Members of the public – 6; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
.
001/25 - Apologies: Received from Liz Stockley (LS) and Neil Robson (NR)
002/25 - Declarations of interest: None declared
003/25 – Adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2024: The minutes were approved as drafted.
004/25 – Matters arising from these minutes: None
005/25 – Public open session: Amanda Dance had visited the school and mentioned a school initiative to get the children to know more about the community and the people in it – their lives, histories etc. This was on a coming Thursday afternoon between 2 – 3pm. 
006/25 – Finance: i) accounts for payment: The following payments were approved.
                      Payee                                                Supply                                 Ex VAT          VAT               Total
	DD
	SSE
	
	
	Pavilion electricity
	61.49
	3.08
	64.57

	SO
	IKServices
	
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£150.15
	
	£150.15

	DD
	Dorset Council
	
	Cemetery rates
	£19.00
	
	£19.00

	DD
	Wesex Internet
	
	Monthly charge
	£1.00
	£0.20
	£1.20

	1620
	M Wilson
	 
	
	January pay
	
	£449.20
	
	£449.20

	1621
	Motley Digital Ltd
	
	Web hosting
	£253.40
	£50.68
	£304.08

	1622
	HM Land Registry
	
	Fee
	
	£40.00
	
	£40.00

	DD
	Dorset Council
	
	Election recharge
	£50.00
	
	£50.00

	1624
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Cemetery/play grass
	£140.00
	£28.00
	£168.00

	1625
	HB Village hall
	
	Hire fees
	
	£120.00
	
	£120.00



ii)  to agree a final budget and precept for 2025/26: MW had prepared and circulated a third draft budget to include an allowance towards the cost of any headstone repairs that couldn’t be recovered from plot owners. He also suggested that the cemetery reserve of £10k could be used for this, with the reserve being topped up back to £10k in the year 2026/27 once the final costs were known. This would limit the increase in the Precept to 6.1%. After a discussion, this idea was agreed meaning the final precept demand will be for £25,848. The budget approved keeps pavilion rents, club rents and cemetery fees unchanged.
iii) to agree the bank reconciliation and financial summary as at 31st December 2024: This had been circulated in advance and was approved and signed.
007/25 – Planning: a) to consider any applications received: P/FUL/2024/04434 – Methodist Chapel, Partway Lane – change of use and conversion of the building to form a dwelling: The application was supported. In responding it will be suggested that solar panel and heat pump technology be installed to support action on the Climate and Ecological Emergency declared by both Dorset Council and HBPC.
David Hobson had pointed out that his family has a private right of way through the site to their allotment in the field to the rear. The right of way also apparently exists for the occupants of Rose Cottage to park their car at the rear of their property. He has concerns that the right of ways may be blocked by contractor’s vehicles during the construction phase. It was agreed to highlight these concerns to Dorset Council in our comments and ask them to ensure the access remains unblocked at all times. Mr Hobson was urged to express his concerns to Dorset Council directly.
b) P/FUL/2023/02164 – North Dorset warehouses: An enquiry had been received by SM asking for an update on progress. MW has ascertained from the case officer, Jim Bennett, that he is waiting for the biodiversity agreement to be finalised, which is expected shortly. Presumably approval will then be given. 
008/25 - Footpath and highways matters:	
i)blocked drains: SM had spoken to the jetting team when working on Frizzell’s Hill. He had asked them to attend to the two drains near the school and the team had been happy to oblige. He remains concerned about the amount of debris left on the roads after contractors have cut field hedges. He will approach officers at Dorset Council to see if anything can be done to get contractors to clean up rather than allow the debris to block the drains.
ii) gates: There is no news from the Rangers regarding the installation on the Wonston to the shop path
iii) Churchfoot Lane: Concern had been expressed by a resident about damage, possibly deliberate, by a tractor to the verge and hedge of the field in Churchfoot Lane below the cemetery. MW has reported to Highways.
009/25 – The Keep – update: Nothing to report. 
010/25 - Recreation Field i) play area – update on current status of work: The contractors have asked a drainage expert to look at the site. Report awaited.
ii) update on any other relevant matters: None
011/25 – Web site – update: Nothing to report;
012/25 – Climate group: Nothing to report.
013/25 – Community Award scheme – to consider a proposal to establish a scheme, selection criteria etc: VR had circulated a revised set of criteria which were approved with thanks. Publicity will be low-key, to avoid a flood of nominations, but details will go on the web site and in the next edition of Bryan Bytes.
014/25 – Community Resilience: Minutes of the meeting held on 16th December had been circulated. At IB’s suggestion, MW is looking at a grant funding opportunity.
015/25 – Village hall: update i) possible caution against first registration on parking area: MW has been able to complete the application without the need to use solicitors, saving their fee of £450. ii) works to the rear of the building and other matters: Amanda Dance reported that there are now 9 committee members. This is more satisfactory but some younger members would be helpful. Plans are afoot to liaise better with the school, particularly over the calendar of events. Hire fees are to be reviewed and restructured. A quote for the work to the rear is expected from Farwells. First aid and defibrillator training is to be organised in conjunction with John Lewis. IB has raised a complaint to the Ombudsman over alleged “fraud” committed by Octopus Energy. The Ombudsman has 45 days in which to respond.
016/25 – Report from Dorset Council Cllr Murcer: SM had circulated his report. DC’s budget, with a rise in expenditure of £39m (mainly related to social care costs) will be approved in February. DC will be working hard to use transformation technology to replace headcount and costs going forward. DC has also applied jointly with Somerset and Wiltshire to be in the priority programme for enlarged local authorities under the new Devolution Bill. Details are scarce at this stage but being in the priority programme brings funding for scoping, planning etc. 
017/25 – Correspondence to note: None
018/25 – Date of next meeting: This will be on Tuesday 11th February 2025 at 7.15pm in the village hall
019/25 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm





