


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 10th DECEMBER 2024 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Steve Murcer (SM), Martin Richards (MR), Ken Huggins (KH), Val Rubie (VR), Ivana Booker (IB), Liz Stockley (LS), Neil Robson (NR); Members of the public – 6; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
.
224/24 - Apologies: None received
225/24 - Declarations of interest: None declared
226/24 – Adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on 12th November 2024: The minutes were approved as drafted.
227/24 – Matters arising from these minutes: Due to snow, the Community Resilience meeting had been postponed until 16th December 2024
228/24 – Public open session: No comments or questions
229/24 – Finance: i) accounts for payment: The following payments were approved.
                      Payee                                                Supply                                 Ex VAT          VAT               Total
	SO
	IKServices
	
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£150.15
	
	£150.15

	DD
	Dorset Council
	
	Cemetery rates
	£19.00
	
	£19.00

	DD
	PWLB
	
	
	Loan repayment
	£924.22
	
	£924.22

	DD
	Wesex Internet
	
	Pavilion connection
	£49.76
	£9.96
	£59.72

	DD
	Wesex Internet
	
	December charge
	£1.00
	£0.20
	£1.20

	1615
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Cemetery/play grass
	£280.00
	£56.00
	£336.00

	1616
	JB Gardens
	
	
	Allotment grass
	£120.00
	£24.00
	£144.00

	1617
	HB  PCC
	
	
	Parish magazine advert
	£55.50
	
	£55.50

	1618
	EuCan
	
	
	Keep work
	
	£1,008.00
	
	£1,008.00

	1619
	M Wilson
	
	
	December pay
	£449.20
	
	£449.20



ii)  to consider the second draft of a budget and precept for 2025/26: MW talked through version two of a draft budget for 2025/26. This reflected changes to employers National Insuarnca payments and again created a break-even position but with a 6.1% increase in the Precept. There was a long discussion on the potential costs that might eventually fall on the parish council following the safety inspection of headstones due in February 2025. If those responsible for the repairs can’t be traced etc then the cost of making safe might fall on the parish council. It was agreed to build in a contingency amount of £1,500. This will mean a 12.2% rise in the Precept to £27,348. For a Band D property, the Precept will rise by £6 to £55.25. Given uncertainty over the financial impact of delays to the construction of the games area (see minute 233/24/i below) it was agreed to defer setting a final budget and Precept until the parish council meeting in January 2025.
230/24 – Planning: a) to consider any applications received: None received.
231/24 - Footpath and highways matters:	
 i) update on approach to Hall & Woodhouse over Causeway hedge: Hall & Woodhouse have advised MW that they have no interest in removing/cutting back the roadside portion of the hedge, so the matter is now closed.
ii) rights of way – update on discussion over SLA with the Rangers: John Romans has confirmed to the Rangers he is happy with the stiles being replaced by gates. We await to hear from the Rangers on when, and how much it costs. We have an earmarked reserve with funds received some years ago from Dorset County Council
iii) any other matters: None
232/24 – The Keep – update: Nothing to report. 
233/24 - Recreation Field i) play area – update on current status of work: MW had circulated a detailed note setting out the concerns of the contractor over the depth of the aggregate base in the light of flooding after Storm Bert. There was a discussion over the perceived rights and wrongs of the design and concern as to why the contractor had continued to work on the project if they had underlying concerns over the clay sub-soil. MW is expecting a proposal to deal with the matter from the contractor. There was no appetite to pay more but the commercial reality is that some negotiated solution will be needed. MW has asked the Lottery if its grant can be increased (no, was the subsequent answer). There is nothing to be done until we receive a proposal from Creative Play.
ii) update on any other relevant matters: IB noted that there should be an internet users policy in place for the pavilion now that Wessex Internet is available for hirers, users etc. The village hall will supply MW with a copy of theirs as a template
234/24 – Web site – update: Vanessa Weddell is keen to have more “good news” stories to publish. Can anyone organising or attending an event send photos and some copy for the site.
235/24 – Climate group: Nothing to report.
236/24 – Community Award scheme – to consider a proposal to establish a scheme, selection criteria etc: VR had drafted and circulated some potential criteria for an award. These were discussed and it was agreed councillors would give more thought as to how a scheme might work and further discussions will take place at January’s meeting. Please pass any thoughts, ideas etc to VR in the interim.
237/24 – Community Resilience: As mentioned above, the committee is meeting on 16th December.
238/24 – Village hall: update i) possible caution against first registration on parking area: Amanda Dance (AD) confirmed the Hall committee would like to pursue this – MW will organise with the solicitors. ii) works to the rear of the building – scope, responsibility, cost and funding: AD explained the impact of Storm Bert. The old shed has blown away – contents have been culled or temporarily stored in the pavilion changing rooms and a replacement is not being planned for the moment. It gives an opportunity to carry out work on the surfaces at the rear of the building. Some of these might be cosmetic, others are more vital to ensure the safety of the building and the forecourt area. AD is finding it difficult to get reputable firms to give quotes – one has been received and it is clear the work will be expensive, circa £15k plus. How this is funded is uncertain. Tracey Collins is looking at grants; SM suggested seeking significant donations from those with deep pockets (and long arms) who live locally.    iii) village hall auditor appointment: A new auditor is needed. MW had volunteered provided the parish council approved. Given it is purely an audit role with no involvement in the financial planning etc of the hall there should be no conflicts of interest and the parish council approved MW taking on this role.
239/24 – Report from Dorset Council Cllr Murcer: SM will circulate his report. It will highlight the very well-deserved honour for Pauline Batstone of being made an Honorary Alderman by Dorset Council; the external auditors have now signed off outstanding historic accounts; work on the budget for 2025/26 has started in earnest; Price Waterhouse Coopers have been engaged to lead change in the way DC delivers and administers its services; Chief Executive, Matt Prosser, is leaving to a new job in Wellington (New Zealand, not Somerset).
240/24 – Correspondence to note: None
241/24 – Date of next meeting: This will be on Tuesday 14th January 2025 at 7.15pm in the village hall
242/24 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm





