


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 11th JUNE 2024 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Steve Murcer (SM), Val Rubie (VR), Neil Robson (NR), Martin Richards (MR), Liz Stockley (LS), Ken Huggins (KH), Ivana Booker (IB); Members of the public – 8; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.
.
104/24 - Apologies: None
105/24 - Declarations of interest: None declared
106/24 – Adoption of the minutes of the meeting held on 14th May 2024: The minutes were approved as drafted save for an amendment concerning the grazing horses on the Keep
107/24 – Matters arising from these minutes: Covered in the agenda
108/24 – Public open session: None
109/24 – Finance: i) to approve accounts for payment: The following payments were approved:
	Cheque
	Payee
	
	
	
	Net
	VAT
	Total

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SO
	IKServices
	
	Dog bin emptying
	£150.15
	
	£150.15

	DD
	Dorset Council
	Cemetery rates
	£19.00
	
	£19.00

	DD
	PWLB
	
	Loan repayment
	£924.22
	
	£924.22

	DD
	Water2Business
	Pavilion water
	£42.78
	
	£42.78

	1564
	M Wilson
	
	June pay
	
	£305.34
	
	£305.34

	1565
	Farnfields
	
	Legal advice
	
	£450.00
	£90.00
	£540.00

	1566
	JB Gardens
	
	Cemetery/play grass
	£390.00
	£78.00
	£468.00

	1567
	R Simpson
	
	Alec's Field grass
	£270.00
	
	£270.00

	1568
	M Wilson
	
	Expenses
	
	£142.93
	£1.66
	£144.59


   
110/24 – Planning: a) to consider any applications received: None b) to consider comments from the new owners of the former Methodist Chapel, Partway Lane: The agent working for the new owners had shared details of their plans for this building. The intention is to seek permission for change of use to a residential building. This will be for their own use and the conversion work will all be internal. There are no plans to alter or enlarge the outside.  The PC is grateful for the information and currently can see no reason not to support a change of use application when it is received via Dorset Council 
111/24 - Footpath and highways matters i) 20 mph speed limit research: The meeting with Roly Skeat had been postponed. SM will re-arrange. He explained that other parishes have a quarterly meeting with RS and this has worked well for ditch and drain clearance as well as pot holes etc. This might be worth setting up. Geraldine Hobson had contacted MW to explain that the accident at Woodrow many years ago, which had led to the introduction of the 30 mph limit out to The Common, had not been caused by a speeding vehicle. It was a slow-moving tractor that hit a child running across the road. ii) access to Kings Stag Mill site during bridge repair closure: IB pointed out that the diversion from Lydlych/Sturminster Newton direction took traffic down Silly Hill. This is far too narrow for HGVs etc. MW will ask Highways to alter the route to go past the Antelope and up The Causeway. iii) other matters: The Rangers are having difficulties undertaking the contracted footpath clearance work due to staff shortages. Graham Stanley hopes to get back on track in the very near future.
112/24 – Legal land matters: i) The Willows: MW explained the position – Farnfields had recommended Mr Marsh claim the land by virtue of adverse possession; Mr Marsh’s solicitors had said this is not possible as he hasn’t lived in the house for 10 years. Rather than indulge in a potentially expensive back and forth between solicitors, it was agreed to suggest selling the tiny strip of land to Mr Marsh for a nominal sum with him bearing all legal costs. MW will put this to him. ii) Land adjacent to the village hall: Farnfields had suggested further investigative work be undertaken at an estimated cost of £450. MW will pursue. The aim is to be able safely resurface the rough ground, even if ownership is uncertain. Any surface will need to be robust enough to allow big agricultural vehicles to drive over.
113/24 – The Keep – update: i) update on meadow: Nothing to report
114/24 - Recreation Field - to note the Committee minutes: The minutes of the committee meeting of 30th May 2024 had been circulated in advance. LS explained the suggested approach to the play area. The strategy as set out in the minutes was noted and approved. She explained that the Committee was still looking into the potential difficulties caused by cars parking on the playing field when it was wet and muddy. There is no simple solution. 
115/24 – Village hall i) Tesla battery security: IB had talked through the matter with Empower. Any work to “hide” the battery would need to allow sufficient airflow etc and removing or covering the Tesla name as suggested by the hall committee would invalidate the warranty. If the battery is stolen it can’t be used elsewhere due to Tesla security protocols. NR had investigated reported thefts and there have been none in the UK and one botched attempt in the USA. Given that the battery is insured, the parish council is more than happy to leave the installation as it is.  ii) land issues to the rear: See minute 112/24 above iii) potential subsidence: MW had contacted the insurers and a loss adjuster had met NR on site today. A full report will be received but the cracking of the brickwork on the building is not subsidence, merely thermal shifting due to expansion and contraction. Some silicone-based filler should do the job. There is movement of the external steps at the rear which the loss adjuster attributes to the base not being compacted enough and being undermined by rain water. This can be remedied by a local builder and IB and James Porter are getting quotes for this and two other external jobs. There will be no claim on the insurance. iv) other matters: MR reported on a successful film night which raised £191. Next up is Chariots of Fire; MR asked if the Disaster Recovery group wanted the generator switch installed. SM/NR/MR will meet on 8th July to consider; MR asked for news on the cost and installation date of the Wessex Internet. The hall committee needed to know, and wanted formal clarification in writing, if the £1 fee was annual or monthly. MW will investigate; the Strategic Plan has been produced and was circulated just before the meeting. SM asked that MR talk through the Plan at the next PC meeting.
116/24 – Report from Dorset Council Cllr Murcer: SM reported that the detailed and lengthy induction training was nearly complete. The new committees are aet up and working and the first Cabinet meeting was being held tonight. He will be sending out a leaflet to households highlighting the benefits of reporting problems – roads, bin collections etc – direct to Dorset Council via the web site.
117/24 – Correspondence to note: The removal of the second public session was noted. SM explained this was to avoid potentially important points being raised at the very end of the meeting when people were starting to think about going home. Matters are better dealt with at the start of the meeting. Members of the public can always make comments on items on the agenda as they arise.
118/24 – Date of next meeting: This will be on Tuesday 9th July 2024 at 7.15pm in the village hall
119/24 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm




