
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF HAZELBURY BRYAN PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 11th JANUARY 2022 AT 7.15 PM IN THE VILLAGE HALL.
Present: Councillors Steve Murcer (SM), Ken Huggins (KH), Liz Stockley (LS), Phil Dimmock (PD), Sarah Meeks (SaM);  Dorset Council councillor Pauline Batstone (PB): Members of the public – 6; Minutes: Malcolm Wilson (MW) – parish clerk.

001/22 - Apologies: Received from Martin Richards (MR) and Val Rubie (VR)
002/22 - Declarations of interest: None
003/22 – Adoption of the minutes of the annual meeting held on 14th December 2021: The minutes were approved as drafted.
004/22 – Matters arising from these minutes: MW is awaiting copies of the deeds for the land adjacent to the village hall from HM Land Registry
005/22 – Public open session: Alma Tenwick asked about any plans for the Platinum Jubilee at the start of June. SaM volunteered to organise a working party to plan an event. MW will check on the Recreation Ground Committee’s appetite for involvement. Emergency repairs have been made to the bridge over the River Lyddon on the way to Kings Stag. The Speedwatch group continues to deploy, although a request has been made for more volunteers. The Causeway is the most popular spot for speeding with 10% of passing drivers “guilty” in a recent session. 
006/22– Finance: i) to approve the following payments: The following payments were approved:
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IK Services

Dog bin emptying

£126.50

£126.50

DD

Dorset Council

Cemetery rates

£25.00

£25.00

1369

Motley

Web hosting

£144.00

£28.80

£172.80

1370

M Wilson

January pay

£353.74

£353.74

1371

EUCAN

Keep works

£225.00

£225.00

Total

£903.04


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


ii) to consider the budget and Precept for 2022/23: MW had circulated a draft budget in early December. This had been updated to reflect additional information on potential grass cutting, electricity and other costs. In summary, to achieve a breakeven position for the year a 4% rise in the Precept to £21,288 Is required. This will mean an annual increase for a Band D property of £1.71 for the year. SaM had proposed additional spending of £3,500 on rights of way and £3,000 on food vouchers for those struggling on low incomes. This would mead a rise in the Precept of 35.7%. These ideas were fully discussed. It was felt there were sufficient funds in the earmarked rights of way reserve to cover any footpath works agreed with the Rangers, The practicalities and desirability of a voucher scheme were contrasted with providing additional support for The Pantry in Sturminster Newton. SM will have a conversation with Carol Jones of The Pantry about the different options and he will report back to the next meeting. If extra financial support is required the existing Grant budget can be used, topped up from reserves if required. The updated budget was agreed as presented and a Precept of £21,288 will be demanded from Dorset Council.
iii) to agree the bank reconciliation and financial summary as at 31st December 2021: These had been circulated in advance of the meeting and were agreed.
007/22 – Planning: a) to consider any applications received: None received.
008/22 - Climate and ecological emergency:  to note the minutes of the Hazelbury Climate Group on 6th January 2022 and any actions arising: The minutes of the re-branded working group had been circulated and were noted. KH highlighted the sub-group working on the final specification and business case for the work at the village hall.
009/22 – Neighbourhood Plan: Nothing to report.
010/22 - Footpath and highways matters, including i) flooding response from Dorset Highways: MW had written in detail to Dorset Council on 30th December but as yet had not received a response. He will chase the officers involved. ii) school parking: Various discussions have taken place between the Governors, the Church and Highways over the plans to use some of the playing field space for collection and drop-off of children. PB reported that all parties seemed to see the merits of the scheme and were working together.
011/22 – The Keep – update: Nothing significant to report.
012/22 - Recreation Field i) to note any relevant Committee minutes: The next Committee meeting is on 7th February 2022.
013/22 – Village hall report: The hall committee hopes the issues with the surface of the adjoining land can be resolved soon. Film nights have resumed.
014/22 – Report from Dorset Council Cllr Batstone: She has at last had a tour round all her parishes, including Hazelbury, with the community highways officer. Her work with County Farms continues.
015/22 - Public open session: In response to a question, PB did not think that Dorchester being designated a “City” would improve its economic outlook.
016/22 – Correspondence to note: None
017/22 – Date of next meeting: Tuesday 8th February 2022 at 7.15pm in the village hall
018/22 – Close of meeting: With no further business to discuss, The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm.

